
You have 10 mins to find as many words
as possible using the letters in the wheel.
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3
others. Letters may be used only once. You
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to
be found.

How you rate:
10 words,
average;
15 words,
good;
20 words, very
good;
25 or more,
excellent.
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Across

1. Exercising

choice (9)

8. Choose (3)

9. Respectful (11)

11. Disagree (7)

12. Precise (5)

13. A delicacy (6)

15. Muscular (6)

17. Light boat (5)

18. Win back (7)

20. Warlike (11)

22. Fish (3)

23. Show (9)

Down

2. Sheep (3)

3. Oath (5)

4. Inborn (6)

5. Obvious (7)

6. Work in

co-operation (11)

7. Artifice (9)

10. Chic (11)

11. Devoted (9)

14. Lattice-work (7)

16. Extol (6)

19. Defraud (5)

21. Nothing (3)

Across
1. So exultant to cook a chop like

this? (4-1-4)
8. Fit for a little physical exercise (3)
9. Women who have no-one to mow

their lawns? (5,6)
11. Touch on what brought Zulu warriors

to a strange end (7)
12. There’s space to travel in it (5)
13. Rush in with a demand for

money? (6)
15. Indiscreet bank official? (6)
17. Doubtful, being somewhat in the

dark? (5)
18. It grows, in the main (7)
20. When it’s too humid to hunt? (5,6)
22. Born in a stone edifice (3)
23. Carries away the gates (9)

Down
2. It moves boats in Morocco, Arabia

and Israel (3)
3. A crime for which a clergyman lost

his head (5)
4. Nothing exists but fruit (6)
5. Irritate but prove all right before the

end (7)
6. They were once thought, though

almost entirely incredible (4,7)
7. Spoke in broken English? (9)

10. They’re put in by present
company (11)

11. Endless instances developed (9)
14. It’s used by those wishing to secure

temporary accommodation (3,4)
16. Maintain a lock that is brought up (6)
19. Engagement ring from one who will

care, naturally! (5)
21. Person in the money? (3)

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Polish
2. Money reserve
3. Import tax
4. Abominable snowman
5. Religious image
6. Immediately following
7. Amphibian
8. Daybreak
9. Not any
10. Every
11. Sacred
12. Scream
13. Regard
14. Leg joint
15. Engrave
16. Brave man
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Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.
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DOUBLECROSSWORD
Cryptic:Across:1Cock-a-hoop;
8Apt;9Grasswidows;11Impinge;
12Orbit;13Charge;15Teller;
17Shady;18Seaweed;
20Closeseason;22Née;
23Entrances.Down:2Oar;3Arson;
4Olives;5Provoke;6Pastbeliefs;
7Stuttered;10Appearances;
11Incessant;14Guyrope;
16Assert;19Arena;21One.
Quick:Across:1Selective;6Opt;
9Deferential;11Dissent;12Exact;
13Dainty;15Strong;17Canoe;
18Reclaim;20Belligerent;22Eel;
23Spectacle.Down:2Ewe;3Curse;
4Innate;5Evident;6Collaborate;
7Stratagem;10Fashionable;
11Dedicated;14Trellis;16Praise;
19Cheat;21Nil.

WORDSPIRAL
1Buff;2Fund;3Duty;
4Yeti;5Icon;6Next;
7Toad;8Dawn;9None;
10Each;11Holy;12Yell;
13Look;14Knee;
15Etch;16Hero.
Keyword:Dorothy.
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Puzzles and horoscopes

Quick

Cryptic

Keyword clue:
A girl’s name

E

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) Try not to be impatient, especially
in matters of romance. There are sure to be awkward moments
when communications do not run smoothly. Is it possible that
someone is playing for time? This could be the moment when
showing interest in something else brings a better response. Go
off at a tangent if you like but keep your eyes and ears well open!
Compromise is likely.

TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) Look for that chance to shine this
weekend. Until then you may be irked by the way that others
misunderstand you. Do they really though? Getting the impression
that someone is playing a game it would be easy to strike out
verbally. Try not to though. Although there is more going on than
you understand it is not necessarily aimed at you or yours. People
can be strange.

GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) What looks like a big challenge can
be managed by taking one step at a time. Some days there is
so much going on around you that your world feels wobbly. This
feeling is likely because others simply cannot make up their minds
what they want. How annoying and puzzling is that! Still, when
you can’t move forward, sit down and take a good look around.
You are not alone.

CANCER (June 22 – July 22) Someone you helped out recently
now has a chance to return the favour. It may not be easy to work
together at first but soon common ground will be found. This kind
of relationship can be invaluable at a time like this. The world feels
wobbly and what you seek are concrete guarantees. Don’t we
all? Things are changing, but make yourself comfortable and have
patience.

LEO (July 23 – August 23) Let your enthusiasm show and others
will follow. This is a better way for you to get the cooperation that
you need than just asking. There is that Leo ego again. Most of
the time it is an advantage but sometimes it does get in the way
of progress! Still, you have it well balanced this week. Remember
that you can show courage without really feeling it and soon it will
become a reality.

VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) Pay close attention to finer
details in a deal. To not do so could leave you seriously out of
pocket. Suddenly having to work out something for yourself
can delay a plan but it is as well to be sure. What you want may
change in the near future, so aim to be flexible. Being sure of your
ambitions and dreams certainly helps any decisions. You do not
need to settle for second best.

LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) Listen carefully to what
is going on around you as important information slips out. Your
indecision gives others a chance to make you a better offer. Look
for signs of dishonesty in someone who just wants to get their
own way. Just because you are sympathetic does not mean that
you have to be a pushover! When you do say ‘no’, please do it
with conviction!

SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) There is a ripple of
happiness running through this week. Making contact with people
you have not seen for some time brings your sparkling smile into
action. Indeed, if romance is in the air it is likely to be someone
who you have known for some time. When chatting together you
realise there are so many things that you have in common. Will
you eventually see a future together?

SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) A ragged feeling
could put you off balance. This is mainly due to changes that are
going on around you. With your time so much in demand it is
important to look after yourself. Ditch the junk food and the sofa.
Get moving and cooking some fresh and tasty vegetables. Be
more relaxed and go with the flow, for what you cannot change is
not worth worrying over.

CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) Finances may be
foremost in your mind. Thinking about how you can get to where
you want to be work-wise brings up many possibilities. Keep hold
of the practical ones as the time for action will come. Just not
right now! When it does, you will be relaxed and prepared having
done your homework. Be very clear when making arrangements
at home to avoid confusion.

AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) Frustratingly slow
progress cannot be avoided. This is because challenges that you
did not expect are being thrown up. Tackle one thing at a time and
keep everything as simple as possible. When it comes to making
decisions go for the practical solutions and take your own advice.
You understand yourself far more than others do most of the time.
Be confident and determined.

PISCES (February 20 – March 20) Try not to be in awe of
someone who can help your plans. Just ask. It is surprising how
easy something can be once we have faced it and gone through
that confidence barrier. At the moment it is likely that your natural
talents are not being fully used. It is through these that you should
be able to make new contacts and even friends. The first and only
barrier is that lack of confidence again.
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