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Puzzles and horoscopes

Double Crossword

Horoscopes

Cryptic
Across
4. As crude as second-hand
vehicle (4,3)
8. Smoking jacket? (6)
9. All the bishops turn pale and cry! (7)
10. Flowers one gets out of bed (6)
11. It’s possibly not in a race (6)
12. Enduring advice on how to get
old? (4-4)
18. Gets out of bed and makes one
leave the house (5,3)
20. Eat out (6)
21. Racehorses in the racket (6)
22. Turns up in icy surroundings but is
well-liked (7)
23. The sun on one is a comfort (6)
24. Unavailing suggestion for
economy (7)

Quick
Across

21. Fruit (6)

6. Originate (6)

4. Apparition (7)

22. Luggage (7)

7. For

8. Apprehend (6)

23. Revolt (6)

9. Under (7)

24. Began (7)

13. Entice (8)

Down

14. Of pottery (7)

10. Halter (6)

preference (6)

11. Respect (6)

1. Prisoner (7)

15. Unfamiliar (7)

12. Annoyance (8)

2. Excuse (7)

16. Untouched (6)

18. Garment (8)

3. Agree (6)

17. Dally (6)

20. Complete (6)

5. Gifts (8)

19. Very sad (6)

Sudoku

Down
1. It’s read with feeling (7)
2. Take a job over to break the
monotony (7)
3. Disclose something about
calf meat? (6)
5. Nobody we know (8)
6. Don’t do this if concentration is
required! (6)
7. It steadies a ship, by a fluke (6)
13. Not in form, apparently, but surpass
the others (8)
14. It’s taken at one’s leisure (7)
15. Walk unsteadily and cause
surprise (7)
16. Face-saving features of olden
times (6)
17. Make straight for it (6)
19. Thought it will turn up in time (6)

Word Spiral

Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Hairless
2. Trade
3. Lengthy
4. Movable barrier
5. Simple
6. Three feet
7. Arab sailing vessel
8. Caution
9. Body part
10. Eager
11. Bird’s home
12. Mexican food
13. Darts line
14. School test
15. Fail to hit
16. Rotisserie
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Keyword clue:
A fish

Solutions
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WORD SPIRAL
1 Bald; 2 Deal; 3 Long;
4 Gate; 5 Easy; 6 Yard;
7 Dhow; 8 Warn; 9 Neck;
10 Keen; 11 Nest;
12 Taco; 13 Oche;
14 Exam; 15 Miss; 16 Spit.
Keyword: Whiting.
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How you rate:
15 words,
average;
25 words,
good;
35 words, very
good;
40 or more,
excellent.

WORD WHEEL
ARTICHOKE

You have 10 mins to find as many words
as possible using the letters in the wheel.
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3
others. Letters may be used only once. You
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to
be found.

DOUBLE CROSSWORD
Cryptic: Across: 4 Used car;
8 Reefer; 9 Prelacy; 10 Irises;
11 Nation; 12 Live-long;
18 Turns out; 20 Picnic; 21 String;
22 Popular; 23 Solace; 24 Useless.
Down: 1 Braille; 2 Relieve; 3 Reveal;
5 Stranger; 6 Dilute; 7 Anchor;
13 Outclass; 14 Holiday; 15 Stagger;
16 Visors; 17 Uncurl; 19 Notion.
Quick: Across: 4 Spectre; 8 Arrest;
9 Beneath; 10 Tether; 11 Esteem;
12 Vexation; 18 Vestment; 20 Entire;
21 Banana; 22 Baggage; 23 Rising;
24 Started. Down: 1 Captive;
2 Pretext; 3 Assent; 5 Presents;
6 Create; 7 Rather; 13 Inveigle;
14 Ceramic; 15 Strange; 16 Intact;
17 Linger; 19 Tragic.

Wordwheel

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) Making the best of a new idea could
mean being patient and not trying to rush ahead. A complete
change of attitude leads you to be more ambitious and inspired.
With so much energy around it could be just the right time to look
for that special someone. Already suited? Well, build on what you
have and take a fresh look at who you both are. Do you both want
the same things still?
TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) As a follow-on from a romantic
moment last week, you continue to build a strong bond with a
loved one. Maybe you are ready to talk about your hopes and
dreams? Getting into a creative hobby together really helps
understanding. An inspiring new friend kick-starts your social life
and interests you in a project. It may be something simple but, oh
boy, it can be fun!
GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) Spending more time at home
becomes attractive as you get to grips with some improvements.
This is a great time to bond with family members and gain their
trust. A joint project shows just how well a partnership can work,
even in the short term. Energy is high but maybe you lack a
sense of direction? Don’t rush into anything new but allow your
imagination to keep flowing.
CANCER (June 22 – July 22) A few delays in plans or travel
should not be seen as a setback but more as an adjustment.
Make a list of things that you want to do and say. As you work
through it some tasks seem no longer valid. At times this week
you could feel a little lost and unsure. Give yourself time to just be
by yourself and think deeply. Never mind what you want. What do
you actually need?
LEO (July 23 – August 23) A very ambitious streak shows itself
and you enjoy a bit of competition. Certainly, getting money under
control means having spare cash later on. Could this help with
your longer-term plans on travel and romance? Are you thinking of
changing a relationship but unsure why? You must understand this
before you act. Maybe you have not been honest with yourself?
VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) Aiming to get what you want
means getting out and influencing people. Turn on the charm and
churn out the facts. Sometimes you expect too much of your love
life. Remember that you will only get out of it what you are willing
to put in. There may be some confusion about what you want and
when. Someone needs to know the answer or time itself will solve
the riddle.
LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) Stay sharp when it comes
to new situations at work. Aim to be one step ahead. As you are in
a creative space, make your world exactly as you want it visually.
It may be a red cushion or a gold vase that inspires you. Enjoy!
Questions that you may have about the people in your life are
intriguing. How do they make it better? How do they cause you
stress? Worth an hour of your time!
SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) Personal charm and the
ability to see the funny side of things makes you popular in a
sticky situation. Travel and new projects need careful thought. It
is not a time for running ahead if you can’t see the road. Leave
nothing to chance. Words of advice are all very well, but are you
listening? Something is distracting you from the practical. Can it
be that love has arrived?
SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) Try to look at
your life in a new light. Ask others what they would do next if
they were in your position. A very eye-opening exercise! Seeking
certainty, the wish may be to spend less. This is not so easy when
your social life is so busy. Still, you would rather be exhausted
by having fun than working. So, you won’t ever be a millionaire?
Needs are foremost.
CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) Mixing business with
pleasure, in small doses, can work really well at the moment. Some
home problems may not be easy to solve and the temptation is
to ignore them. This can only work in the short term. Be serious
about sorting and improving finances. Confusion can reign if you
go off down too many paths at once. Are you being strange and
awkward just to be noticed?
AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) Be extra ambitious
without taking any risks. Be especially careful when treading on
the toes of a rival. The chance to shine and show your talents
is a gift. Make the most of it. Some shifts in the home situation
are surprising to you but maybe you have taken something for
granted. Be creative and forthcoming but start to pace yourself.
Others may not be able to keep up.
PISCES (February 20 – March 20) Hard at work? Look to your
home life to bring some relaxation and fun. Your spiritual side
is pushing you to expand your beliefs and be more curious.
Someone leaving your work situation could prove a relief and a
real bonus! In dreams you see things clearly and find solutions to
problems. Keep a dream diary to make the most use of these. So,
sharpen that pencil!

