
You have 10 mins to find as many words
as possible using the letters in the wheel.
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3
others. Letters may be used only once. You
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to
be found.

How you rate:
8 words,
average;
12 words,
good;
16 words, very
good;
20 or more,
excellent.
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Across

1. Immediately (12)

7. Lesser (5)

8. Worth (5)

9. Everything (3)

10. Wretched (9)

11. Expel (6)

12. Empty (6)

15. Praising (9)

17. Ancient (3)

18. Rapidity (5)

19. Bowl (5)

21. Accidental (12)

Down

1. Sleepwalker (12)

2. Tavern (3)

3. Annoy (6)

4. Opponent (9)

5. Extemporise

(2-3)

6. Despondency

(12)

7. A fruit (5)

10. Maltreat (9)

13. Decorate (5)

14. Fight (6)

16. Set on end (2-3)

20. Pose (3)

Across
1. What the inventor of the monorail

had? (3-5,4)
7. Old woman is little credit to one (5)
8. Starts soft and is mainly boggy (5)
9. A pound put on for service? (3)

10. Departs later – in pursuit? (4,5)
11. Start a silent radio? (3,3)
12. Fifty fools, all females (6)
15. Proper way to twist blue taper (9)
17. Middle of the rain period (3)
18. It may result in gaining an

admission (5)
19. A brief for example is for the

defence (5)
21. Approves of human faces (12)

Down
1. It keeps men out from morning to

evening! (3-3,6)
2. A somewhat curious place in South

America (3)
3. Many at a bar, being bright (6)
4. Gamesman and I are upset and run

badly (9)
5. A strange thing, but it’s time for

bed (5)
6. Not a dry subject, but dictators shy

from it! (12)
7. With a young animal it amounts to

less than two feet (5)
10. Present indication that a donor can’t

make up his mind? (4,5)
13. Springs from the bows (5)
14. Burning a mark on a horse (6)
16. Final result of a snap decision? (5)
20. Travel to a port in India (3)

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Lash
2. Cougar
3. Unfortunately
4. Rebuff
5. Beak
6. Heather
7. Happy and pleased
8. Hollow
9. Care for
10. Prima donna
11. Very keen
12. Besmear
13. Group of countries
14. Slap
15. Utter failure
16. Stopper
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Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.
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DOUBLECROSSWORD
Cryptic:Across:1One-trackmind;
7Crone;8Soggy;9Alb;
10Goesafter;11Setoff;12Lasses;
15Reputable;17Era;18Knock;
19Aegis;21Countenances.
Down:1One-daystrike;2Rio;
3Clever;4Mismanage;5Night;
6Hydrostatics;7Cubit;
10Gifttoken;13Stems;14Ablaze;
16Photo;20Goa.
Quick:Across:1Straightaway;
7Minor;8Value;9All;
10Miserable;11Banish;12Vacant;
15Laudatory;17Old;18Speed;
19Basin;21Adventitious.
Down:1Somnambulist;2Inn;
3Harass;4Adversary;5Ad-lib;
6Dejectedness;7Melon;
10Mishandle;13Adorn;14Combat;
16Up-end;20Set.

WORDSPIRAL
1Whip;2Puma;3Alas;
4Snub;5Bill;6Ling;
7Glad;8Dent;9Tend;
10Diva;11Avid;
12Daub;13Bloc;
14Cuff;15Flop;16Plug.
Keyword:Douglas.

WORDWHEEL
BEAUTIFUL

SUDOKU

Puzzles and horoscopes

Quick

Cryptic

Keyword clue:
A boy’s name

F

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) Don’t you just love being in demand?
Well, yes, it can be a bit much sometimes. Still, a slowdown in
energy this week need not be a problem. Just make a list and get
your priories sorted. Something or someone that grabbed your
attention as the year began is once again in your mind. This time
you need to be more determined to make the most of what could
be an exciting situation.

TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) A more stable week in which you
no longer feel that your horses have bolted! Indeed, a kind of
calm comes over you. The attitude is more ‘Well, these things do
happen’ rather than ‘Is it time to panic now?’ Could the calmer
approach have come from taking to someone special? Never
forget the value of someone with more experience. Those willing
to listen have a smoother ride in life.

GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) Those who try to pull you out of a
thoughtful period this week will be disappointed. You realise that
there is nothing wrong with pulling back and ‘taking stock.’ Until
you are more sure of what you want, drag your feet as much as
you need to. As the week progresses you begin to see things
more clearly. A chance meeting at the weekend seems to confirm
what you have been thinking all along.

CANCER (June 22 – July 22) Feeling a little defensive? Well,
nobody likes to be told what to do or think. However, those who
have an opinion on your current path seem to have your best
interests at heart. How well do they know you though? Listen and
maybe learn something. In the end you can come up with your
own plan and direction. That proves to be much more satisfying
and puts you in control. Rescue yourself.

LEO (July 23 – August 23) Do you really have so many choices
that it is impossible to make just one? Well, it does happen.
Certainly, though, it makes life more complicated and awkward.
As you scan the surroundings for a possible answer, look a bit
closer to home. There may be good reasons to choose one path
over another that you have not touched on. Leave your mind open
and chat with those who matter to you.

VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) Look at every aspect of your
life and be sure that you are making the most of it all. Sometimes
it is possible to just drift. The value of that is questionable! Yes,
it may give us less stress at first but it can be frustrating when it
goes nowhere later. Take each area and ask yourself if you will still
be happy with it in five years’ time. Now, that really makes you
think, doesn’t it?

LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) Something may really
annoy you at work. It is so understandable! Still, wait before
you make a fuss. You are not likely to be the only one affected.
Working together with someone else can be twice as effective
but choose your moment carefully. Success on a domestic matter
comes down to being a little bit more flexible. Hopefully this will
not involve you in any expense.

SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) Getting behind a
domestic issue and trying to move it forward is hard. Is someone
trying to hide something or are they just frightened? Give them the
benefit of the doubt and truly listen to what they say. If you both
want the same thing then a compromise is possible. Even if you
don’t there may be good reasons to hold fire and think about the
longer-term effects.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) Oh, it is so
satisfying to be able to help others, isn’t it? Even so, spare a
thought for yourself and your own needs. Some areas of your
life may need urgent attention and cannot be put off! Where the
feelings of others are concerned a lot of damage can be done to
relationships. Does someone think you cannot be bothered with
them? Take no-one and nothing for granted.

CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) Showing and telling
others how you feel about them should not be avoided this week.
Your will be surprised how much this can push your life forward.
Others may find you great fun and try to make light of your
comments. Keep a straight face and don’t back down. Anyone
who tries as hard as you do deserves respect. Make sure that you
are given it. Be at your firmest.

AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) It seems that there is
every reason to make yourself heard at the moment. That is a
good aim at most times. This week, though, there is a certain
feeling of urgency. Although you may not fully understand this,
it is a basic need. Know that what you don’t succeed in now will
come around again. What is important is that, next time, you are
ready for it.

PISCES (February 20 – March 20) Keep your feet on the ground
when it comes to the cash in your pocket. You will want to hold
onto as much as possible. This gives a sense of achievement and
allows you to dream of something special in the future. What will
you work towards to get you in the right place? A three-year plan
is enough to keep you on the right track. Hold the dream and
make it.
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