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Puzzles and horoscopes

Double Crossword

Horoscopes

Cryptic
Across
1. Return to a state of liquidity (4)
8. Is he stranded in mid-air? (10)
9. Provided a fresh stock and made
good (8)
10. The beginnings of any pleasant
summer excursion for a recess (4)
12. Savage from Recife (6)
14. Catapults providing support for
injured members (6)
15. A lonely man who takes the girl’s
hand, we hear! (6)
17. What will provide a way in past the
French ambassador (6)
18. Part of the Bible’s authority
associated with Jacob (4)
19. Could be a tiger near meat! (3-5)
21. Frustrate a record on sure
winner (10)
22. Evict some of the impecunious
tenants (4)

Quick
Across
1. Deficiency (4)
8. Impracticable
(10)
9. Conclusive (8)
10. Engrave (4)
12. Take risks (6)
14. Powerful (6)
15. Optical
illusion (6)
17. Ignoble (6)

18. At one time (4)
19. Shrink (8)
21. Valued too
low (10)
22. Always (4)
Down
2. Change (10)
3. New Zealand
bird (4)
4. Elf (6)
5. Dormant (6)

Sudoku

6. Manager (8)
7. Network (4)
11. Appropriate (10)
13. Ornamental
band (8)
16. Armed guard (6)
17. Reason (6)
18. Responsibility
(4)
20. Travel on
horseback (4)

Down
2. Rows in houses revealing
domesticity! (10)
3. Put down unfinished legal
document (4)
4. Thinly scattered at both ends of a
space course (6)
5. Vegetables for citizens of
Stockholm (6)
6. Removing obstructions to make
space in the forest (8)
7 & 17 Dn. No charge for weapons for
the self-employed (10)
11. They travel around to look at a
prophet in spectacles (10)
13. Potent drink showing strange striking
power (3,5)
16. Making a note of the minutes? (6)
17. See 7 Down
18. Currently occurring as a revolutionary
movement (4)
20. A man of high note (4)

Word Spiral

Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Young horse
2. Touch down
3. Narrow valley
4. Nervous
5. Egg part
6. Type
7. Diesel oil
8. Conceited
9. Invalid
10. Suggestive look
11. Roster
12. Yes votes
13. Broth
14. Young salmon
15. Hindquarters
16. Animal skin
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Keyword clue:
A bird

Solutions
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WORD SPIRAL
1 Foal; 2 Land; 3 Dene;
4 Edgy; 5 Yolk; 6 Kind;
7 Derv; 8 Vain; 9 Null;
10 Leer; 11 Rota; 12 Ayes;
13 Soup; 14 Parr;
15 Rump; 16 Pelt.
Keyword: Vulture.
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How you rate:
15 words,
average;
25 words,
good;
35 words, very
good;
40 or more,
excellent.

SUDOKU

You have 10 mins to find as many words
as possible using the letters in the wheel.
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3
others. Letters may be used only once. You
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to
be found.

DOUBLE CROSSWORD
Cryptic: Across: 1 Thaw;
8 Ropewalker; 9 Restored; 10 Apse;
12 Fierce; 14 Slings; 15 Hermit;
17 Legate; 18 Esau; 19 Man-eater;
21 Disconcert; 22 Oust.
Down: 2 Homeliness; 3 Writ;
4 Sparse; 5 Swedes; 6 Clearing;
7 Free; 11 Sightseers;
13 Rum punch; 16 Timing;
17 Lances; 18 Eddy; 20 Alto.
Quick: Across: 1 Lack; 8 Impossible;
9 Decisive; 10 Etch; 12 Gamble;
14 Potent; 15 Mirage; 17 Sordid;
18 Once; 19 Contract;
21 Underrated; 22 Ever.
Down: 2 Alteration; 3 Kiwi; 4 Sprite;
5 Asleep; 6 Director; 7 Mesh;
11 Confiscate; 13 Bracelet;
16 Escort; 17 Sanity; 18 Onus;
20 Ride.

Wordwheel

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) Being determined not to be an
April fool sees you getting super-organised. Work may have been
pretty demanding of late and putting nerves on edge. All the
more reason, then, to organise something for the weekend that
is really relaxing. Going back to something that you enjoyed in
your childhood brings back great memories. Who will you share
these with?
TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) Midweek brings a conversation
that is long overdue. Maybe distance or pride has stopped this
happening before? When feelings come to a point it is so much
easier to express our emotions as you will this week. Someone
who you have loved in the past is in your mind. This could be
because of an anniversary or magical moment in time. Remember
with fondness to warm your heart.
GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) When thinking about letting go of
something it is hard to make a decision. Ask yourself, though,
if your life would have been different if you had never had it.
Everything has its time and place. Dreams move on and your
emotions move with them. What you once had can bring great
pleasure to someone new. This makes the ‘giving’ rather special
when you are giving up!
CANCER (June 22 – July 22) Take your time making decisions
this week as an idea has not yet formed properly. A combination
of awkward finances and a romantic attachment are muddying
the waters. Yes, an emotional time when it would be only too
easy to shoot from the hip. Please don’t. Wait a few days for
your thoughts to clear. You know that getting a balance is very
important.
LEO (July 23 – August 23) Can you hear those changes galloping
over the horizon? Really? Face the facts and get organised rather
than bury your head in the sand. That is a tricky manoevre at the
best of times. This can be a great time to think ahead in your love
life. What twists and turns have led you to this place? Tweak and
twirl. Delays to a plan at the weekend may be irksome but shortlived.
VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) Do you know all that you
need to know about an upcoming change? It is well worth asking
questions and seeking advice. Some of you may resist change,
wasting your own time and that of other people. Partners are
not very helpful. Is that because they truly do not want to say?
Someone who has been here before can lead the way. Soon
everything is clearer.
LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) Although you would rather
shy away from an awkward situation, this does need tackling.
Why waste your time and energy going over and over an answer
that you already know? Trying to please everyone could end up
pleasing no-one. That includes yourself! Give someone close
extra love and understanding and then see what emerges. Give
yourself the gift of forethought.
SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) The feeling that
something big is about to happen seems to be unsettling you. The
fact is that until you work out what you are afraid of you won’t find
much of a solution! Maybe there are questions that you are asking
yourself that you need to ask someone else? Others may be able
to explain and may even be having these feelings themselves.
Find out.
SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) This is a time
when the attention you give yourself really pays off. Always you
are asking so much of your body and mind without really thinking
about it. Like anything else your body needs nourishing. The right
food, sleep and attitude can see you feeling and looking your
best. Feeling a bit tired or listless? Read the above again and act
on it, please!
CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) Most of your feelings
at the moment seem to stem from the past in one way or another.
Of course we have to consider the past or we would never learn
from it. Confidence that comes from the heart sees you sailing
into the weekend. Do your best to be with loved ones then or to
get out and about. You could meet someone who will play a part
in your future.
AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) A stimulating week on
all fronts. Although there may be many more things to do at work,
there is also a lot going on at home. Not in the mood for DIY?
Take the plunge and just get it over with! What you consider as
unimportant is very much so to someone close. It is noted that
there is a willingness to go the extra mile, good for business,
surely?
PISCES (February 20 – March 20) This seems to be a week
peppered with misinformation and misunderstandings. To get a
clearer picture, wait until the weekend kicks in. Others will then
come to you with something that really rings true. React naturally.
You could pretend that what you are told is not at all of interest.
The problem with that is you lose out on being able to find out
more.

