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Puzzles and horoscopes

Double Crossword

Horoscopes

Cryptic
Across
7. What the warring leader
demands from members of a close
fraternity? (5,8)
8. Woodworker (8)
9. Observe a constituent part of a
score (4)
10. He makes a joke with some
hesitation (6)
12. Puts right conclusions after the
morning session (6)
14. More than one publication is linked
with wrong uses (6)
16. Properly assimilate a shortened
version (6)
18. The kind of bar for a bird (4)
20. Obtains money for injury and gets
better (8)
22. The rate at the beginning of the
race (8,5)

Quick
Across
7. Defer action (13)

16. Tremble (6)

5. Command (6)

18. Aspersion (4)

6. Agitate (4)

20. Joy (8)

8. Unaware (8)

22. Regard (13)

9. Man-eating

Down

giant (4)

1. Boaster (8)

10. Male goose (6)

2. Harmony (6)

11. Turncoat (8)
13. Dislike (8)
15. Transversely (6)
17. Signify (6)

12. Aircraft shed (6)

3. Festivity (4)

19. Plunder (4)

14. Melody (6)

4. Sewn (8)

21. Affectation (4)

Sudoku

Down
1. Signs of imminent visit to
doctor? (3,5)
2. A second measure of turning
effect (6)
3. Help what is put on at 22 Ac.,
maybe (4)
4. Fasten up the boat and step ashore
for the open country (8)
5. Alter what may be found in the
pocket (6)
6. Determination needed to stop
accidents on icy roads (4)
11. Hold back and exert control about
backward arts (8)
13. It’s a shameful thing, but Sid returns
to favour (8)
15. Descriptive of gear not yet used (6)
17. To hold sway in ruling over natives (6)
19. It’s a pity she was related to
Naomi (4)
21. They are engaged in making
machines work (4)

Word Spiral

Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Male deer
2. Present
3. Pith helmet
4. Tiny amount
5. Hairstyle
6. Expel
7. Extend journey
8. Status
9. Brown seaweed
10. Chess piece
11. Inert gas
12. Unfeeling
13. Stain
14. Petty argument
15. Company
16. Untidy state
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Keyword clue:
A famous composer

Solutions
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WORD SPIRAL
1 Stag; 2 Gift; 3 Topi;
4 Iota; 5 Afro; 6 Oust;
7 Tour; 8 Rank; 9 Kelp;
10 Pawn; 11 Neon;
12 Numb; 13 Blot; 14 Tiff;
15 Firm; 16 Mess.
Keyword: Rossini.
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How you rate:
15 words,
average;
20 words,
good;
25 words, very
good;
30 or more,
excellent.

SUDOKU

You have 10 mins to find as many words
as possible using the letters in the wheel.
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3
others. Letters may be used only once. You
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to
be found.

DOUBLE CROSSWORD
Cryptic: Across: 7 Blood brothers;
8 Forester; 9 Note; 10 Jester;
12 Amends; 14 Issues; 16 Digest;
18 Crow; 20 Recovers;
22 Starting price. Down: 1 Ill omens;
2 Moment; 3 Abet; 4 Moorland;
5 Change; 6 Grit; 11 Restrain;
13 Disgrace; 15 Unworn; 17 Govern;
19 Ruth; 21 Cogs.
Quick: Across: 7 Procrastinate;
8 Ignorant; 9 Ogre; 10 Gander;
12 Hangar; 14 Strain; 16 Dodder;
18 Slur; 20 Gladness;
22 Consideration. Down: 1 Braggart;
2 Accord; 3 Gala; 4 Stitched;
5 Enjoin; 6 Stir; 11 Renegade;
13 Aversion; 15 Across; 17 Denote;
19 Loot; 21 Airs.

Wordwheel

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) A new month and a new approach!
Apart from any celebrations there is a strong feeling of renewal
and optimism. Somehow the air seems fresher, the sun seems
brighter and determination is renewed. There are some things
that you want to change about yourself and your surroundings
and this is a great time to get started. Romance? Well, have you
decided what you really want?
TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) Still feeling in a bit of a rut? Have a
chat with friends and family to see how things can be moved on.
This week gives you the chance to sort out any financial tangles,
which is one less thing to fret about. Admiration comes from an
unexpected direction and, although your mind may be occupied
with other thoughts, could this provide the more relaxed moments
that you need?
GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) The temptation this week is to speak
your mind rather too strongly. This could scupper a romance
or new friendship. Thinking it through and giving it a bit of time
before making a decision is best. After all, the real value of this
person may not yet be obvious. A bit of flirting midweek could see
you taking an outcome for granted. Nothing too hasty, please!
Keep thoughts to yourself for now.
CANCER (June 22 – July 22) Although busy at home, keep a
sharp eye on your working life. There are likely to be chances
to progress and even improve your finances. Sometimes you
really do know best when it comes to making practical decisions.
This could be one of those times. Some issues around a break
or holiday are unlikely to change at the moment. Maybe you just
have to take the lead?
LEO (July 23 – August 23) In a creative and social week you
will find working well with others a real bonus. Try not to shy
away from learning something that seems just too difficult. Taken
in small bites it could suddenly make sense! A relationship that
has been in the doldrums may suddenly show movement. This
is your chance to guide it in the right direction but do avoid any
whirlpools of emotion.
VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) When those around you
are running around and getting nowhere, are you the voice of
sanity? Getting and keeping a firm base at home is the best way
to calm things down. People can be a delight and people can be
frustrating, but those that you care about need some help. Try not
to bruise any egos along the way. It is not the time now to stir up
disruptive emotions.
LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) If home or love life is lacking
lustre at the moment, act fast! Planning a holiday, even if it is not
imminent, gives something to look forward to. Check that loved
ones are feeling well as some attention may be needed in that
area. Give others a chance to open up to you by just being there
and available. Your sympathetic nature may be all that is needed
after all.
SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) Is someone asking you
for help but being a bit too subtle about it? You know how it is.
People don’t like to make a fuss. Keep your eyes and ears open
for a change in habits or attitude. This should be easy to spot in
someone close. Check out finances and hopefully find a way to
save on a big-ticket item. If this is a very good deal then do share
the information with others.
SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) The chance to
be more active and physical this week should be jumped at.
Getting more fresh air and sitting around less is essential to your
wellbeing. Of course, if your work involves sitting that is difficult.
Even so, offering to help someone else could see you getting a
shift on! Give your diet an overhaul as you seek to do the best
possible for your body. Isn’t it worth it?
CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) A change in the way
you think and feel can come about this week. This may be through
something you view or read, or both. Exploring new possibilities
could involve taking a journey that you could only dream about
before. To bring some experiences to life you may first have to
have a longer-term plan. So let’s get started, shall we? Nothing
ventured, nothing gained!
AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) Is someone or something
holding you back? You need to find the most diplomatic and
least upsetting way around it. Small steps could lead to turning
a situation around. Distracting tactics can sometimes work well.
What would hold their attention while you get your plan off the
ground? Be nice, but you are allowed to use your intelligence and
charm. Really!
PISCES (February 20 – March 20) Something is not what it
seems in a situation and you need to start asking questions. The
balance of your life has shifted. Maybe you are doing far more
than you should or need to? Friends are more likely to see clearly
any situation that is perhaps too close to you emotionally. It does
not mean that you have to change anything right now. Just be
aware and plan ahead.

