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Puzzles and horoscopes

Double Crossword

Horoscopes

Cryptic
Across
6. Dispute a win, for example (7)
7. The result of a summer’s work (5)
9. To love in excess (3)
10. Hostage-taker – one tired with a
child (9)
12. Someone who has no power to go
over people’s heads, but does! (6,5)
15. A student or teacher may do so (4,7)
17. Possibly raging about the
collection (9)
19. Agree that no bed be removed (3)
21. Some liner traffic is sluggish (5)
22. Those expected to survive are ready
to try (7)

Quick
Across

19. Skill (3)

5. Odd (7)

6. Altered (7)

21. Concur (5)

8. Mason’s tool (6)

7. Sharp (5)

22. Gift (7)

11. Strewn (9)

9. Fitting (3)

Down

13. Figure (6)

10. Estimation (9)

1. Form (5)

14. Alien (7)

12. Admit (11)

2. Tavern (3)

16. Concede (5)

15. Meditate (11)

3. Pile (4)

18. Remedy (4)

17. Allusion (9)

4. Mishaps (9)

20. Employ (3)

Sudoku

Down
1. Makes a voyager somewhat green,
perhaps (5)
2. Object and don’t go on (3)
3. Men wise in imagination (4)
4. Consenting to adjust a complaint (9)
5. Be fond of and look after (4,3)
8. Sleeps soundly? (6)
11. He leers, we get upset – but not
here (9)
13. Dismal listener in parched
surrounding (6)
14. It’s plain it has very few trees (7)
16. I put a question about balance (5)
18. It has a point to drive home (4)
20. A pen always used in high-class
typography (3)

Word Spiral

Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Homeless child
2. Packed
3. Songbird
4. Retain
5. Gasp
6. Lofty
7. Garden grass
8. Back of neck
9. Deserve
10. Fingertip cover
11. Obscene
12. Plate
13. Owl’s cry
14. End part
15. Bereavement
16. Ride waves
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Keyword clue:
An English county

Solutions

N
E

P

A
E

WORD SPIRAL
1 Waif; 2 Full; 3 Lark;
4 Keep; 5 Pant; 6 Tall;
7 Lawn; 8 Nape; 9 Earn;
10 Nail; 11 Lewd;
12 Dish; 13 Hoot; 14 Tail;
15 Loss; 16 Surf.
Keyword: Norfolk.
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PASSENGER
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How you rate:
15 words,
average;
25 words,
good;
35 words, very
good;
40 or more,
excellent.

SUDOKU

You have 10 mins to find as many words
as possible using the letters in the wheel.
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3
others. Letters may be used only once. You
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to
be found.

DOUBLE CROSSWORD
Cryptic: Across: 6 Gainsay; 7 Total;
9 Too; 10 Kidnapper; 12 Glider pilot;
15 Take lessons; 17 Gathering;
19 Nod; 21 Inert; 22 Fittest.
Down: 1 Savoy; 2 End; 3 Magi;
4 Complaint; 5 Care for; 8 Snores;
11 Elsewhere; 13 Dreary;
14 Savanna; 16 Poise; 18 Nail;
20 Sty.
Quick: Across: 6 Changed;
7 Acute; 9 Apt; 10 Appraisal;
12 Acknowledge; 15 Contemplate;
17 Reference; 19 Art; 21 Agree;
22 Present. Down: 1 Shape; 2 Inn;
3 Heap; 4 Accidents; 5 Strange;
8 Trowel; 11 Scattered; 13 Number;
14 Foreign; 16 Grant; 18 Cure;
20 Use.

Wordwheel

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) This is a time for consideration and
caring. What makes the world a better place and your own dayto-day life more satisfying? Thinking of others and doing what you
can to help and guide them should be head of your list of things
to do. A group activity at the weekend brings the chance to be a
part of something new. Join with others and make new friends.
You can never have too many!
TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) Doing the usual thing of asking
yourself what you want to do next may not work so well at the
moment. The thing is, you want to make changes but it cannot
be done all at once. That gives you the problem of where to start,
doesn’t it? Well, there is no rush. Although there is a feeling that
you should be doing something, keep your mind calm. Distract
yourself with music, the outdoors, reading, whatever relaxes you.
GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) The answers that you have found in
yourself in the last week start you on a journey forward. So what
was all the fuss about? You are not alone in having these little
bursts of crisis. Deserve more sympathy? Well, if it doesn’t come
from others then give it to yourself! What you are doing well you
are doing very well. Someone does appreciate you but may be
shy of coming forward.
CANCER (June 22 – July 22) Feeling more able to tell others
what you feel is a great relief. So, you get a few grunts and hisses.
Move forward. There are chances to build on your confidence
and happiness in the weeks ahead. Keep the things and people
around you who really add to your life. Avoid those that only
cause friction. Business can run smoothly now if you don’t do too
many favours!
LEO (July 23 – August 23) Make this a week when you seek out
those who are on a same level with you. The need to make sense
of the world around you is easier if companions think along the
same lines. Time taken up with silly arguments is time wasted and
who wants to do that! The weekend brings a chance to find out
about something new. It will involve working with others, perhaps
strangers.
VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) You may not want to read
this but, face it, the time is now to sort your cash flow. A plan would
be good. Leaving things to chance is a poor option. Megabucks
may not be on the horizon but smaller amounts are good. Build
these up by not spending on non-urgent things. After a while this
can be really satisfying, if not exactly fun! Involve your partner if
they will take it seriously.
LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) Keep life light by refusing
to take on too much. Yes, you like to be helpful but there is a
limit. Taking care of your own needs this week involves not being
sidetracked. Indeed, isn’t it about time that you had some fun?
Being drawn to animals and nature? Want to learn something
new? Get in touch with some charities and see if you are able to
help in a practical way. Grooming a donkey anyone?
SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) Take time out to relax.
Even if it is in small snatches, chill! Energy may not be high but
demands on your time do not slow. Maybe it is right to learn how
to say no. It would be wonderful to be all things to all people, if
you were not human! We all have our limits. Don’t wait until you
reach yours. Even just going for a daily walk somewhere clean
and fresh can be enough. Try it, please.
SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) Just when you
are wanting to get going, others seem lethargic. Have they no
interest? Do they understand the possibilities? Probably not.
Rather than bang your head against the proverbial, why not just
get on with something different? It may be a temporary diversion
to use up your energy but could become much more. A new
interest or even hobby, anyone?
CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) Is your working life
really more important to you than your romantic and home life?
Well, sometimes it may seem like that to others! Frustration at
colleagues at work could spill over to arguments at home or with
a loved one. Having been warned, please avoid this. Using your
imagination to plan ahead and your energy to make new friends,
this sees life looking up!
AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) Is the world jumbled up
or is it just you? Well, there is a lot of jumbling going on! You try
to make sense of it. Maybe there is no sense to be made. So
where do we go from here? Thinking way, way ahead could be
the answer. Opportunities to surge ahead may not be here at the
moment. They will come and you will be ready. A ten-year plan
should be enough, do you think?
PISCES (February 20 – March 20) It is so easy to see our own
value through the eyes of others. Ask yourself, though, how much
they really know you. Do they keep in regular contact? Do they
listen to your hopes and dreams? Have they seen you cry? The
time is now to seek out friends and relatives who are willing to
understand and want to be a part of your life and future. First
steps first. Get out and about.

