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You have 10 mins to find as many words
as possible using the letters in the wheel.
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3
others. Letters may be used only once. You
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to
be found.

How you rate:
15 words,
average;
20 words,
good;
25 words, very
good;
30 or more,
excellent.

G
T D

R

C
IO

O

Across

1. Straight (6)

4. Draw out (6)

9. Fresh

outbreak (13)

10. Surpass (7)

11. Armada (5)

12. Tether (5)

14. Hackneyed (5)

18. Equipage (5)

19. Broadcast (7)

21. League (13)

22. Delight (6)

23. Fastidious (6)

Down

1. Obscure (6)

2. Refractoriness

(13)

3. Cluster (5)

5. Satan (7)

6. Undivided

attention (13)

7. Score (6)

8. Insurgent (5)

13. Diffidence (7)

15. Hare-brained (6)

16. Covetousness

(5)

17. Basely (6)

20. Stage play (5)

Across
1. Puts one off, in a humble way? (6)
4. He stole away from the shore (6)
9. They’re likely to get stuck

abroad (7,6)
10. The height of a severe storm (7)
11. Got up to change the reins (5)
12. What one is not well out of? (5)
14. Scope, and a doctor takes it (5)
18. Crease some simple attire (5)
19. Is it the smell that makes people

furious? (7)
21. Quite a card, but robbed by a

knave (5,2,6)
22. A result of some consequence (6)
23. Circulates, so to speak (6)

Down
1. Act in a disagreeable manner (6)
2. Lose control and give advice to the

would-be altruist? (6,7)
3. Lift up beams, we hear (5)
5. You might find merit in the

meantime (7)
6. Release after a confession without a

charge (9,4)
7. Adjustment in ages perhaps (6)
8. Groups of soldiers from Tunis (5)

13. Giant I beat in less than a moment (7)
15. Pop a question that’s somewhat

obscure (6)
16. A moment of informality (5)
17. Stops some injustice as essentially

unfair (6)
20. Teach the wrong way (5)

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Cod, say
2. Assistance
3. Sport
4. Norse god
5. Midday
6. Standard
7. Factory
8. Country road
9. Always
10. Inclined surface
11. Tow
12. Weaving apparatus
13. Female servant
14. Dreary
15. The two
16. Camel’s protuberance
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Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.
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DOUBLECROSSWORD
Cryptic:Across:1Defers;4Pirate;
9Foreignstamps;10Everest;
11Risen;12Sorts;14Ambit;
18Pleat;19Incense;
21Queenofhearts;22Effect;
23Utters.Down:1Differ;
2Forgetoneself;3Raise;5Interim;
6Admissionfree;7Easing;8Units;
13Titanic;15Opaque;16Jiffy;
17Ceases;20Cheat.
Quick:Across:1Direct;4Elicit;
9Recrudescence;10Eclipse;
11Fleet;12Hitch;14Trite;18Array;
19Radiate;21Confederation;
22Please;23Dainty.
Down:1Darken;2Recalcitrance;
3Clump;5Lucifer;6Concentration;
7Twenty;8Rebel;13Coyness;
15Madcap;16Greed;17Meanly;
20Drama.

WORDSPIRAL
1Fish;2Help;3Polo;
4Odin;5Noon;6Norm;
7Mill;8Lane;9Ever;
10Ramp;11Pull;
12Loom;13Maid;
14Drab;15Both;
16Hump.
Keyword:Limpopo.
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Puzzles and horoscopes

Quick

Cryptic

Keyword clue:
An African river

N

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) Not being a one to dwell on the past,
this week sees you looking sharply at the future. The need to get
out and about and have some fun comes naturally and feeds your
ever-searching curiosity. An exciting time, then! In the middle of
all this I do urge more than a glance at your finances. These could
easily spoil your fun if they are not in order. Tidy up those loose
ends if you haven’t already.

TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) Your straightforward attitude can be
used generally at the moment to tackle both personal and money
areas of your life. Simple but practical decisions made now will
avoid wasted time later on. Look carefully. Are you still paying a
bill that is finished or carrying on with a personal promise that is
no longer needed? Spring clean those areas that haven’t been
looked at for some time.

GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) Any impatience shows up this week,
especially when those around you start dithering. Sometimes we
need to make a decision and move on. Waiting for others to act
is both frustrating and a waste of precious time. Future plans now
seem to pivot on your finances. Sharpen these up and make the
most of any chance to push along the cash flow. Partners may
nag, but you can act!

CANCER (June 22 – July 22) Caring deeply for others, especially
family, comes naturally to you. There are times, though, when you
forget to care about yourself enough. This week may show you
moments of tension and emotional tiredness. Time for a rethink?
Taking on too much or double-booking those weekends does
no favours to anyone. Doing something you love this weekend
springs you out of a dull patch.

LEO (July 23 – August 23) Putting your best foot forward is
something that you demand of yourself every day. Why would
anyone do less than their best? The fact is that to please everyone
can be an exhausting business! In this time of social whirlwinds it
is hard not to be in the middle of everything. Give yourself a break
midweek to do something, alone, that really relaxes and renews
you. Don’t spare the love.

VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) To say that you are in
demand this week could be putting it lightly! It does seem that
you are essential to the lives of others. That is great, isn’t it? Well,
yes and no. As much as being organised can help, there always
seems something left undone. Time to call in a few favours and
get some help? Working with others, in any case, always sees that
smile of yours return.

LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) Having recently met
someone who is a bit spiky and out of tune with themselves, you
want to help. Keep a distance until you know more. With a natural
instinct that leads to supporting others, this can be hard. Keep
contact open but do confide in your partner or a friend to get a
balanced picture. In a special weekend for you, make the most of
that deep emotional contact that you so enjoy.

SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) That sharp curiosity of
yours is in full swing this week. There is so much to know and
enjoy at the moment. Don’t feel guilty if much of this is enjoyed
more alone. There are times when, to feed your spirit, it is right to
give full flow to your thoughts and feelings. A rare treat for others
seems to be getting you really excited right now. Should you
share this with someone new?

SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) Really, you want
to believe what others are telling you. It is, however, in your nature
to check the facts. You are not being disloyal by doing this, just
sensible. Don’t be irritated midweek by what seems a petty
decision by a colleague. When the true situation comes to light
they will need their sunglasses on to avoid the glare! Day-to-day
routines are your defence.

CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) There are a few
things niggling away at you at the moment which set your teeth on
edge, that’s for sure! Really, some things will sort themselves out
if left alone, so think of this before acting. Keep up your normal
day-to-day routines as distractions could see you getting behind.
Plan the weekend so that there is something in there that you can
really relax and enjoy.

AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) A lighter week with a bit
more time to yourself? Enjoy it without distractions by getting a
change of scenery. That could be visiting an old friend or nice long
walks locally. Just let your mind wander and your heart feel free.
Putting the joy back into your life is not always easy but this is
the start. Live for yourself and not just for others. After all, energy
needs recharging, that is for sure!

PISCES (February 20 – March 20) In what is an especially
creative week, your mind and imagination must be free. Free to
explore the possibilities of the future and enjoy the benefits of the
present. To this end give yourself the time to try new things and
meet new people. Joining a group of people who enjoy the same
things as yourself would be a good start. Be determined not to let
any personal difficulty stop you.


