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Puzzles and horoscopes

Double Crossword

Horoscopes

Cryptic
Across
1. News of how the squadron is
flying (11)
9. He shows the beginnings of
indiscipline more puckishly (3)
10. Not specifically what gives character
to the reunion (9)
11. Here’s the giant – beat it inside! (5)
13. As stupid as one having one over the
eight! (7)
14. Give logical thought to a cause (6)
16. One who corners the fisherman? (6)
18. See 3 Down
19. Change seats to get this
advantage (5)
20. Smash into a tree – you need to find
your bearings (9)
21. It’s indispensable to any
inspiration (3)
22. The kind of right that can’t be
transferred to foreigners? (11)

Quick
Across
1. Dogmatic (11)
9. Entrap (3)
10. Onlooker (9)
11. Merits (5)
13. Watch (7)
14. Antics (6)
16. Keep (6)
18. Hates (7)

19. Receiver of
stolen goods (5)
20. Uprising (9)
21. Lettuce (3)
22. Eternal (5-6)
Down
2. Favourite (3)
3. Birds’ homes (5)
4. King of the
fairies (6)
5. Performer (7)

Sudoku

6. Amuse (9)
7. Mediators (11)
8. Unceremonious
(4,3,4)
12. Respectable (9)
15. Determine (7)
17. Earnestly
desire (6)
19. Punished (5)
21. Study (3)

Down
2. A downy covering needed for a short
sleep (3)
3 & 18 Ac. A worker associated with
manuals and footnotes! (5-7)
4. Your humble servant? (6)
5. The strain caused by doing the
twist (7)
6. Old file is showing fuel-producing
areas (9)
7. Photograph album? (7,4)
8. Electric ones work by an
arrangement of pretty wires (11)
12. The passing on of ideas – do it in art
for a change (9)
15. This shows the sequence taken from
a word in a lexicon (7)
17. 20 Ac without tie is still
decorative (6)
19. A rough acre used for betel nut (5)
21. This is used for boring everybody, we
hear (3)

Word Spiral

Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Vend
2. Ear part
3. Public school
4. Sheltered place
5. Pavement edge
6. Carry
7. Moneyed
8. Circular band
9. Poke
10. Information
11. Slightly open
12. Tear
13. Far down
14. Knitting stitch
15. Speech defect
16. Go by
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Keyword clue:
A coarse fabric

Solutions
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WORD SPIRAL
1 Sell; 2 Lobe; 3 Eton;
4 Nook; 5 Kerb; 6 Bear;
7 Rich; 8 Hoop; 9 Prod;
10 Data; 11 Ajar;
12 Rend; 13 Deep;
14 Purl; 15 Lisp; 16 Pass.
Keyword: Hessian.
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How you rate:
15 words,
average;
20 words,
good;
25 words, very
good;
30 or more,
excellent.

SUDOKU

You have 10 mins to find as many words
as possible using the letters in the wheel.
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3
others. Letters may be used only once. You
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to
be found.

DOUBLE CROSSWORD
Cryptic: Across: 1 Information;
9 Imp; 10 Generally; 11 Titan;
13 Asinine; 14 Reason; 16 Angler;
18 Builder; 19 Asset; 20 Orientate;
21 Air; 22 Inalienable. Down: 2 Nap;
3 Organ; 4 Menial; 5 Torsion;
6 Oilfields; 7 Picture book;
8 Typewriters; 12 Tradition;
15 Ordinal; 17 Ornate; 19 Areca;
21 Awl.
Quick: Across: 1 Opinionated; 9 Net;
10 Spectator; 11 Earns; 13 Observe;
14 Capers; 16 Retain; 18 Detests;
19 Fence; 20 Rebellion; 21 Cos;
22 Never-ending. Down: 2 Pet;
3 Nests; 4 Oberon; 5 Artiste;
6 Entertain; 7 Interceders;
8 Free and easy; 12 Reputable;
15 Resolve; 17 Aspire; 19 Fined;
21 Con.

Wordwheel

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) A strong restlessness and the urge
to do something new runs through this week. There could be
an element of boredom after recent excitement. When looking
to keep the excitement going, however, aim for something long
term. Thinking where you would want to be in three years’ time
should help. Time travel may not be physically possible but in
your mind imagination has no bounds.
TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) Some things being asked of you
may seem a stretch too far until you seriously think about it. Do
you avoid something new and challenging because it seems too
ambitious? The human spirit and desire are strong. They can lead
you in new directions to desirable places when you least expect
it. In a practical way you can reach at least halfway to your goal.
After that it is sheer determination.
GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) Partnerships and finances seem
to be rather linked for you at the moment, but make emotional
bonds stronger before bringing up awkward conversations.
To be listened to this week you need to pick the right moment.
Give someone a problem and they may hide from it. Give them
a challenge, however, and they could have something to prove!
CANCER (June 22 – July 22) When life begins to follow a very
predictable pattern it could be that you are getting into a groove.
That my suit you, of course. Even so, avoid life becoming boring,
which can lead us to say and do things that we later regret. Try to
see the good side of making changes. Have the confidence to go
ahead and use your talents to their fullest. You owe it to yourself.
LEO (July 23 – August 23) Dance is an amazing thing. It releases
tensions and keeps us supple. Whatever approach you have to
emotions and movement this week and, indeed, month should
reflect some physical freedom. Try to avoid old habits that slow
you down and make you feel low. There are those who want to be
closer to you but are waiting for a signal. Look outward to find joy.
VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) Aim to do what you really
need to this week. Considering others is important to you but it
is a time to put yourself first. Colleagues can be confused about
their way ahead. Are you able to help them see more into the
future? With your talent for seeing both sides of a situation you
could be ideally placed to do so. Make time for your own needs
though. Romance anyone?
LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) A big chunk of restlessness
drops right in front of you. Will you ignore it, leap over it or decide
to investigate? There is no point in asking where it came from.
You are the only one who can see it. Looking at your free time and
cash flow it may be the wrong time to jump into something new.
So, plan and make the most of that active imagination. Where will
it take you, and when?
SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) Being physically active
or firing up your brain to solve a problem is distracting. The thing
is, what are you trying to distract yourself from? Liaisons with
others keep you busy emotionally and imaginatively. Could it
be that your finances are giving you the odd nightmare? Within
days you could have a plan to sort this out. Just take some good
advice.
SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) There seem to
be some negative vibes around at the moment. They are certainly
not coming from you. So, where are these waves of pessimism
coming from? How long have they been heading your way?
Sometimes the solution is to refuse to agree with something you
know to be exaggerated. In this case that may be the action that
you decide to take.
CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) With challenges to
face and problems to solve you are really in your element right
now. Sharpen your mind and polish up your wit for best results.
Some conversations that spring up unexpectedly bring great
information. How could you not have been aware of it before?
Maybe too much work and not enough play has blunted your
talent for gossip?
AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) Seek out your energy
stores this week. A clean, fresh diet and light-hearted chat should
get you going. Socially you could be much in demand and, trying
to please everyone, exhausted! Being the kind of person that you
are, you don’t mind that. What you do mind is letting people down.
Well, choose your promises carefully to avoid that possibility. Be
practical. Do your best, as usual.
PISCES (February 20 – March 20) The chances are that you
have been run ragged of late. What with home commitments and
your social life, do you have any energy left? Give yourself a day,
midweek, to relax and recharge. Is it possible to please everyone?
Should you even try? I think you know the answer. Maybe a few
hugs would lift your spirits? Let’s have a ‘Hug a Pisces’ day! Enjoy!

