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Puzzles and horoscopes

Double Crossword

Horoscopes

Cryptic
Across
3. Such instruction could result in getting
cautioned (9)
8. Keep them about you for
emergencies (4)
9. Become conscious that you should
change direction? (4,5)
10. Appear to expose a fraud? (4,2)
11. Takes in a form of food (5)
14. Chief linesman? (5)
15. Pinches drinks (4)
16. Give up the harvest (5)
18. An instrument poorly repaired in part (4)
20. Composer of large variations (5)
21. Pest possibly slain in the garden (5)
24. Give orders for some frozen joints of
meat (6)
25. Tour bases wrecked by destructive
people (9)
26. It’s useful when making a choice, of
course (4)
27. One providing simple remedies (9)

Quick
Across
3. Pen (9)
8. Nobleman (4)
9. Complicated (9)
10. Locomotive (6)
11. Embrace (5)
14. Proportion (5)
15. Unaccompanied
(4)
16. Cautions (5)
18. With the
addition of (4)
20. Military
student (5)

21. Walks lamely (5)
24. Unproductive (6)
25. Wooing (9)
26. Bend (4)
27. Disconcert (9)
Down
1. To wire (9)
2. Dreadful (9)
4. Egyptian
river (4)
5. Tag (5)
6. Accentuate (6)
7. Ceremonial
observance (4)

Sudoku

9. Bequeath (5)
11. Worries (5)
12. Heavy (9)
13. Mainland of
Europe (9)
17. Remnant (5)
19. Jagged
mountain
chain (6)
22. Problem (5)
23. Shape (4)
24. Offers (4)

Down
1. Jammed cylinder! (5,4)
2. They slowly progress a little way over
the waves (9)
4. Enough water to cause a fall? (4)
5. A number take a break at the
summit (5)
6. Old citizen with a hardworking
reputation (6)
7. Admits what the proprietor does (4)
9. A hot meal (5)
11. The waves get bigger (5)
12. Aren’t they made for adult hands? (3-6)
13. He travels in the wide open spaces (9)
17. Chapter-heads (5)
19. Bury someone – because of a wrong
note to a doctor? (6)
22. Lad that is treated in the right way
becomes perfect (5)
23. Created a dame perhaps? (4)
24. His victims lose heart! (4)

Word Spiral

Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Settee
2. At the summit
3. Bucket
4. Be short of
5. Military cap
6. Skye, say
7. Heroic
8. Beckon
9. Luxuriant
10. Exaggerated publicity
11. Revise
12. Threesome
13. Darts line
14. Cupid
15. Offscourings
16. Grumble
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Keyword clue:
Part of a church

Solutions
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WORD SPIRAL
1 Sofa; 2 Atop; 3 Pail;
4 Lack; 5 Kepi; 6 Isle;
7 Epic; 8 Call; 9 Lush;
10 Hype; 11 Edit; 12 Trio;
13 Oche; 14 Eros;
15 Scum; 16 Moan.
Keyword: Chancel.
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WORD WHEEL
PRINCIPLE

L

N

How you rate:
15 words,
average;
20 words,
good;
25 words, very
good;
30 or more,
excellent.

SUDOKU

You have 10 mins to find as many words
as possible using the letters in the wheel.
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3
others. Letters may be used only once. You
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to
be found.

DOUBLE CROSSWORD
Cryptic: Across: 3 Education; 8 Wits;
9 Come round; 10 Show up;
11 Steak; 14 Ruler; 15 Nips;
16 Yield; 18 Lyre; 20 Elgar; 21 Snail;
24 Enjoin; 25 Saboteurs; 26 Menu;
27 Herbalist. Down: 1 Swiss roll;
2 Strollers; 4 Drop; 5 Crest; 6 Trojan;
7 Owns; 9 Curry; 11 Swell;
12 Kid-gloves; 13 Astronaut;
17 Deans; 19 Entomb; 22 Ideal;
23 Made; 24 Eros.
Quick: Across: 3 Enclosure; 8 Earl;
9 Elaborate; 10 Engine; 11 Clasp;
14 Ratio; 15 Solo; 16 Warns; 18 Plus;
20 Cadet; 21 Limps; 24 Barren;
25 Courtship; 26 Turn;
27 Embarrass. Down: 1 Telegraph;
2 Frightful; 4 Nile; 5 Label; 6 Stress;
7 Rite; 9 Endow; 11 Cares;
12 Ponderous; 13 Continent;
17 Scrap; 19 Sierra; 22 Poser;
23 Form; 24 Bids.

Wordwheel

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) In a quieter week that even threatens
to be boring, keep your mind sharp by looking ahead. It is great
to have time to catch up on smaller but essential tasks. Even so,
too much inactivity can give you a case of the blues. Could this be
the time to clear out your clutter and get to grips with longer-term
finances? A little self-pampering would not go amiss, either! Do
something just because it makes you feel good inside.
TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) You don’t mind a bit of disruption
as you know it can bring good changes. At the moment it could
be the best way to jog you out of a sense of dull routine. So when
a friend suggests that you try something different, why not go for
it? This week something that you read or see gives a sense of
relief. Yes, there is always someone who has bigger problems!
This moment could be an emotional turning point.
GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) In a week that is sure to stir strong
emotions, wait before responding verbally. Words have extra
strong meanings when feelings run high. Of course this may be a
week that really helps you to clear the air. Anything that has been
brewing for some time comes up with a strong taste, doesn’t it?
Time, though, is likely to be on your side. Think carefully and be
kind to yourself and others (if possible!)
CANCER (June 22 – July 22) The need to confide in someone is
strong in a week of emotions and turmoil. Some exchanges help
to clear the air and, eventually, make you feel better. Others need
you to take one step back before reacting spontaneously. Other
people can be very testing of your patience but there is someone
who understands and has known the same situations. Seek them
out.
LEO (July 23 – August 23) It may be hard to shift people and get
them to make decisions at the moment. Frustrations could lead
to sharp words which are best avoided. Maybe through social
means you are able to wake others up? Getting everyone together
may be resisted but could be the best way to get things moving.
Try to tie this up with having a bit of a relaxed time afterwards.
How long is it since you had some really good fun?
VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) Caring less about what
others think of you and thinking more about what you need is
important for you this week. Gaining more confidence in yourself
and your abilities means not listening to those who, let’s face
it, really don’t know you that well! This is your life and, if others
want to be a part of it, they must show that they care and stop
criticising or ignoring your needs.
LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) The start of a social change
is always unsettling. What has recently happened seems at odds
with what you would have expected. Fate has strange ways
of turning us in a new direction, and not always at the time we
thought it would happen. As the weekend draws near it becomes
clear who it is that will point the way forward. The two of you need
to talk and not avoid the big question.
SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) Having been plugged in
to high emotion recently, you now need to tone everything down
and, if possible, take a break. It does not have to be an exotic
holiday (although that would be nice!) A few days visiting a friend
or relative should do the trick. As a new page is being turned you
need to fully understand the one you are leaving. It is easy to
glamorise a period of time that seemed ideal.
SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) Too much to
do? Not enough time to do it in? Slowing down a bit can help
as it gives the chance to make a clear plan. Organisation can
sometimes be a bad word for you when you want to avoid being
tied down. Even so, it can work for you now. Why waste time on
small matters when you can jump into the big picture? You know
where you are going then, do you?
CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) Some days you feel
confident and on others you feel ineffective. Is that really down to
you though? Maybe others are undermining your self image either
by being awkward or trying to ignore your needs. Step back and
think. Could you get the reactions that you need by not always
being available or agreeable? Could you get away from all this
and just go and have some fun for a few days?
AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) Being yourself
sometimes involves being at odds with others. Don’t let this worry
you. A show of confidence in what you are doing now makes
those around you realise your strengths. Easy-going as you can
be, it must be clear that you are capable of putting yourself first.
At the end of the day this is for everyone’s benefit. After all, who
wants a weak leader? We have enough of those!
PISCES (February 20 – March 20) Although you normally swim
with the tide there are times when you want to go against the flow.
This is especially true at the moment when you really need to do
your own thing. It is basic to your nature to question what matters
even if the structures have been in place for some time. The need
to move on to something new is now quite overwhelming. Do it in
a planned and calm way though.

