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Puzzles and horoscopes

Double Crossword

Horoscopes

Cryptic
Across
1. A piece of embroidery makes an
unusual topic (5)
4. Get ready for the carnival with frock of
mini-length? (5,2)
8. Ardent affection for this kind of
flower (7)
9. Calm some of the hysterical laymen (5)
10. Remove creases from uniform (4)
11. Sole representative of a kind of marine
life (8)
13 & 6 Dn. March will provide a definite
time for his movements (4,7)
14. Part of the house taken aback by
‘Othello’ (4)
16. Doesn’t sit at home, but acts as a
deputy (6,2)
17. Mark the leading characters
of Shakespeare’s ‘Coriolanus’ at
rehearsal (4)
20. Unrestrained glee about a score below
par (5)
21. Make a statement formerly in the
newspapers? (7)
22. Their actions may be painfully apparent
to others (7)
23. Uncle is a classical figure (5)

Quick
Across
1. Gem (5)
4. Gist (7)
8. Normal (7)
9. Best part (5)
10. Agile (4)
11. Opposite (8)
13. Claw (4)
14. Stupid smile (4)
16. Dejected (8)

17. Shivering fit (4)
20. Brother’s
daughter (5)
21. Feat (7)
22. Threw out (7)
23. Kingly (5)
Down
1. Science of
law (13)
2. Bet (5)
3. Soothe (4)

Sudoku

4.
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Forgiveness (6)
Reclamation (8)
Infest (7)
Variable in
mood (13)
Circumspect (8)
Not in any
place (7)
Climb (6)
Renown (5)
Pole (4)

Down
1. Expert string-pullers (13)
2. Social distinction is apparent in
America’s temperament (5)
3. Neat cut (4)
4. Five hundred on the corner hang about
loosely (6)
5. Previous court case showing demand
for extortionate amount (8)
6. See 13 Across
7. They seek to change people’s
minds (13)
12. The extent of the volume (8)
13. Gave a signal but grew languid (7)
15. Young people, we hear, are golddiggers (6)
18. The elite often subjected to whipping (5)
19. Box for non-metallic mineral (4)

Word Spiral

Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Male pig
2. Ladder part
3. Bovid mammal
4. Utensil
5. Volcanic discharge
6. Eagerly expectant
7. Snatch
8. Ship
9. Cab
10. Flower
11. Indian dress
12. Object of worship
13. Vegetable
14. Monarch
15. Deep cut
16. Fifty per cent
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Keyword clue:
A capital city

Solutions
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WORD SPIRAL
1 Boar; 2 Rung; 3 Goat;
4 Tool; 5 Lava; 6 Agog;
7 Grab; 8 Boat; 9 Taxi;
10 Iris; 11 Sari; 12 Idol;
13 Leek; 14 King;
15 Gash; 16 Half.
Keyword: Belfast.
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WORD WHEEL
ULTIMATUM
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How you rate:
5 words,
average;
8 words, good;
11 words, very
good;
14 or more,
excellent.

SUDOKU

You have 10 mins to find as many words
as possible using the letters in the wheel.
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3
others. Letters may be used only once. You
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to
be found.

DOUBLE CROSSWORD
Cryptic: Across: 1 Picot; 4 Dress up;
8 Passion; 9 Allay; 10 Even;
11 Flatfish; 13 Foot; 14 Moor;
16 Stands in; 17 Scar; 20 Eagle;
21 Express; 22 Sadists; 23 Remus.
Down: 1 Puppetmasters; 2 Caste;
3 Trim; 4 Dangle; 5 Exaction;
6 Soldier; 7 Psychiatrists;
12 Loudness; 13 Flagged; 15 Miners;
18 Cream; 19 Spar.
Quick: Across: 1 Jewel; 4 Purport;
8 Regular; 9 Cream; 10 Spry;.
11 Converse; 13 Nail; 14 Grin;
16 Downcast; 17 Ague; 20 Niece;
21 Exploit; 22 Ejected; 23 Royal.
Down: 1 Jurisprudence; 2 Wager;
3 Lull; 4 Pardon; 5 Recovery;
6 Overrun; 7 Temperamental;
12 Discreet; 13 Nowhere; 15 Ascend;
18 Glory; 19 Spar.

Wordwheel

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) In what could be a busy, if not frantic
week, be prepared! Make sure that everyone does their bit and
pull in any favours. Look for energy and talent in others and get
them to use it. Being in charge comes naturally to you, especially
when something is important. Something of a romantic nature
stops you in your tracks at the weekend but even this encounter
can be very useful!
TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) A big chance to learn something
fascinating this week seems to be tied up with travel. This could
be a hidden gem found on holiday or a book discovered in a dusty
antique shop. With your curious mind and active imagination it
seems a magical time. Are you noticing things about a partner
that you didn’t before? Could it be time to bring yourself up to
date on what they are thinking and feeling?
GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) Fancy doing something creative?
Don’t want to do it alone? Start looking for options. If classes
seem costly, why not start a group yourself? The New Moon gives
a new start but it will take extra effort to get things moving. Others
may appear to be unhelpful but they have their own worries at
the moment. All the more reason to get them out and thinking of
something completely different?
CANCER (June 22 – July 22) Want to start something new and
exciting? With your confidence up and down as this month begins
you could be feeling sluggish. Where to start? Look for someone
who is full of energy and optimism. Their company could be
just what you need for a hefty kick-start! Don’t rely on others to
volunteer to help out with tasks, especially at home. You will need
to tell them exactly what you expect.
LEO (July 23 – August 23) In an energetic and imaginative frame
of mind? Being frustrated by those who just fail to pull their
weight? Avoid foot-stamping but do put both feet firmly down!
Let those around you know exactly what is expected of them and
keep on their tail. Have you decided to put a romantic attachment
on hold? Well, to avoid conflict do let them know what is going
on in your mind.
VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) This week is all about building
your confidence and knowledge. The New Moon is shining a
light on ambitions and dreams. These are mixed together in your
mind. Often you will wake with a bright idea buzzing to get out.
Write down the possibilities before you forget them. Find out how
practical those ideas are. Do you need someone to share and help
to build those ideas up?
LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) You really do need to start
a new chapter in your life right about now! It could be internal
changes at home or asking for changes at work. Whatever it is has
been a bugbear for some time. Will you ever get it sorted? Yes,
you will! It takes courage to admit what it is that needs changing.
It brings you out of your lovely, huggy comfort zone. Be brave and
see that reward at the end of the rainbow!
SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) With so much enthusiasm
coming from you it is hard to believe that everyone else refuses to
be swept along. Much as you don’t want to waste time doing it,
try to explain your motives and plans. You need the help of others
to move ahead even if it is just to make sure that they are not in
the way! With a New Moon and a Solar Eclipse you are no longer
able to slow down your ambitions.
SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) Such an emotional
week as this is sure to leave you feeling a bit confused at times.
Take some quiet moments out and just have that cup of tea or
read that silly magazine! Whatever switches your intellect off for a
while will certainly help. I often advise talking it over but this time
just getting on with things works better than sitting around. Avoid
spending money or comfort eating.
CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) Emotional blockage
is a bad thing. We all hold on to thoughts and feelings that could
upset others. This does not help and, as you are finding now,
those emotions will come tumbling out. For some of you they may
even explode out! See it as a good thing and try not to hold back
any longer. It is clear-out time, baby! You will feel a great sense of
relief afterwards. Why did you not do it sooner?
AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) Those unexpected
and unsettling ‘gut reactions’ pop up all over the place this
week. Some reactions can come as a shock to those who think
they know you (but how many people really do?) Still, as they
say, better out than in! Someone is long overdue to be told that
they are not pulling their weight, especially recently. This causes
amusement to a loved one who saw it coming!
PISCES (February 20 – March 20) It may be practical to back
off when someone asks just too much of you. Why run yourself
ragged when there are others who could step up and help? On the
work front you have mixed feelings about a change in routine or
method. Let your ideas be known to the right person rather than
give an opinion via gossip. Realise that your input is important.
Your partner can vouch for that!

