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You have 10 mins to find as many words as
possible using the letters in the wheel. Each
must use the hub letter and at least 3 others.
Letters may be used only once. You cannot
use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns.
There is at least one 9-letter word to be
found.

How you rate:
8 words,
average;
12 words,
good;
16 words, very
good;
20 or more,
excellent.
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Across

7. Merited (6)

8. Empty (6)

10. Wrap up (7)

11. Irate (5)

12. Chances (4)

13. Disdain (5)

17. Perspire (5)

18. Inflamed

eyelid (4)

22. Permit (5)

23. Remark (7)

24. Abandon (6)

25. Staggered (6)

Down

1. Evolve (7)

2. Supply (7)

3. Kingdom (5)

4. Gruesome (7)

5. Scope (5)

6. Remains (5)

9. Watcher (9)

14. Clumsy (7)

15. Surprise (7)

16. Protects (7)

19. Robust (5)

20. Near (5)

21. Awry (5)

Across

7. A guess about customs (6)

8. On paper he has an important job (6)

10. Proceeds, thanks to royalty (7)

11. Work to rule? (5)

12. She’s a puritan at heart (4)

13. It enables you to say when! (5)

17. Situation report (5)

18. Hear about a flightless bird (4)

22. Acknowledged being admitted (5)

23. Verbose sort of notice (7)

24. Diner’s clubs? (6)

25. Easily swayed? (6)

Down

1. It’s both simple and hard at the same

time (7)

2. Noisy game? (7)

3. Party – extremely blue – used a

veto (5)

4. Speech and attire of modern

times (7)

5. The mark of a saint, perhaps (5)

6. Stick one’s neck out (5)

9. A declaration of treason is (9)

14. Scholar who might be stunted (7)

15. Possibly pray when under the

treatment (7)

16. Came to a fine end (7)

19. Small creature with nothing to think

about (5)

20. A joining of hands in marriage or

work (5)

21. Spring edition? (5)

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Mass of bread
2. Movie
3. Temperate
4. Blunt
5. Heavy metal
6. Percussion instrument
7. Legend
8. Stop
9. Care for
10. Soft feathers
11. Close
12. Lion’s cry
13. Chess piece
14. Slay
15. Endure
16. Notify
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Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.
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DOUBLECROSSWORD

Cryptic:Across:7Usages;8Editor;

10Takings;11Reign;12Rita;

13Tense;17State;18Rhea;

22Owned;23Observe;24Spoons;

25Supple.Down:1Austere;

2Rackets;3Beano;4Address;

5Stain;6Crane;9Assertion;

14Student;15Therapy;16Tapered;

19Mouse;20Union;21Issue.

Quick:Across:7Earned;8Vacant;

10Envelop;11Angry;12Odds;

13Scorn;17Sweat;18Stye;

22Allow;23Observe;24Desert;

25Reeled.Down:1Develop;

2Provide;3Realm;4Macabre;

5Range;6Stays;9Spectator;

14Awkward;15Startle;16Defends;

19Hardy;20Close;21Askew.

WORDSPIRAL
1Loaf;2Film;3Mild;
4Dull;5Lead;6Drum;
7Myth;8Halt;9Tend;
10Down;11Near;
12Roar;13Rook;14Kill;
15Last;16Tell.
Keyword:Holland.
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UNABASHED
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Puzzles and horoscopes

Quick

Cryptic

Keyword clue:
A European region

H

ARIES (March 21 – April 20)With family matters reaching a peak,
lots of energy is needed to keep up. Of course it is not possible to
please everyone but socially it is a pretty smooth ride. News from
younger relatives may be unexpected but welcome. Keep a sharp
eye on finances, especially as there are so many bargains around.
Aim to keep to a healthy diet even when pretty rushed!

TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) Socially it is a bright and promising
time, with many plans running around in your head. Any awkward
customers can be charmed by a bright smile and a sincere
approach. Although it is not a good week for important decisions,
it does give you a chance to look into any propositions. A romantic
link could be broken if your attention is too much elsewhere, but
maybe this is what you want?

GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) Being your charming self will see you
well through this week. It is not a time to push others to agree with
your needs. Indeed, making them think that an idea was theirs
could be the best way forward. Some low-energy days should not
stop holiday or work plans in their tracks. Indeed, putting feelers
out in all directions brings some pretty surprising results. Bargains
are there, you just need to find them.

CANCER (June 22 – July 22) In a week of quiet but ongoing
progress there is satisfaction. Maybe something that you have
tried to achieve over months suddenly slips into place. Your efforts
here were never wasted but sometimes there is just a perfect time
for everything. Some low-energy days could serve to remind you
to keep a good diet. At this socially active time it is tempting to
overindulge.

LEO (July 23 – August 23) This seems the perfect time to get your
social life in gear! As you tend to be the life and soul of the party,
others are probably waiting for those invitations. This weekend
sees some special moments as romance flares. You need to be
out and about yourself to make the most of this time. Passionate
interest from an unusual place may throw your cool exterior out
of the window!

VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) A sudden emphasis on work
could mean some exciting changes are about to come. Be aware
that every change can be the start of an opportunity. Showing
an interest in what is happening around you can make a big
difference to your bank balance. Instead of thinking what is best
for others now, consider what is best for you. After all, everyone
will benefit if you make the right moves.

LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) High energy and a fresh
outlook see you shooting ahead this week. Something that you
have wanted to do for a long time now seems right on. A certain
feeling of freedom runs through the whole month and certainly
affects your mood. What happens when you have high energy
and optimism? Well, you only have to look at the past to know
that. Keep those ideas flowing.

SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) Although social life may
be in full flow, a sudden offer or opportunity may arise from work.
Business can be good and even those in part-time work could
receive a boost. Keep an enthusiastic and interested attitude
to keep the spotlight on ambitions. Not feeling very ambitious?
Coming a bit out of your comfort zone boosts confidence. You
have the chance, so go for it!

SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) Sometimes,
strangely, it is hard for you to admit that you have talents. Really,
it is not a bad thing to show what you are capable of and success
is not a rude word! Being far too modest at the moment sees you
coasting along. Get that engine started to make real progress.
Just think how success could add to both your social and love
life. Get the idea? Make it all work for you. Seriously!

CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) In a highly-rated
family time, opportunities need to be taken. Something that can
boost your finances and your confidence needs to be jumped at!
How many of your talents are unused at the moment? This is a
time to live life to the full and take loved ones on that journey with
you. You probably have no idea just how loved and important to
others you really are. So modest!

AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) Take your pleasures as
they come this week. In a great social atmosphere it is easy to
make new friends and contacts. One of those brings a chance to
boost your finances in the future. Keep those ears and eyes open
for what is on offer. A heavy workload is helped by getting others
to pull their weight. Quite honestly it could be good for them to be
a bit more independent.

PISCES (February 20 – March 20) In a week when you really feel
the affection all around you, smiling is essential. You have a way
of being somewhat deadpan at times and others find you very
hard to read. Communications are the key to contentment at the
moment and working with others is the key. Many doors will be
open to you if you try to help others to help you. Does that make
sense to you?


