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Puzzles and horoscopes
Double Crossword

Horoscopes
Cryptic
Across
1. They sometimes show natural
relief (4)
3. Was it used as the result of a
suspended sentence? (8)
8. Paddy is taking the part of Cedric
effectively (4)
9. Justifies written authorisations (8)
11. The kind of statements appropriate
to fire-raisers? (12)
13. Flee from a breach of the peace
round the south (6)
14. Not so far from being more
secretive (6)
17. There are working models at these
exhibitions (7,5)
20. Giving the prize for a strange
drawing (8)
21. Biblical character reformed from
evil (4)
22. The meadows can be seen in
unspoilt delight (8)
23. In the forest a gentle creature (4)

Quick
20. Aerodrome (8)

6. Dim (5)

1. Image (4)

21. Dumb (4)

7. Simple (4)

3. Trustworthy (8)

22. Humility (8)

8. Pour (4)

23. Smaller (4)

9. Serenity (8)

Down

Across

11. Ill-luck (12)

1. Close (8)

13. Vibration (6)

2. Superintend (7)

14. Miserable
person (6)

10. Reproof (10)
12. Tenuity (8)
15. Expression of
approbation (7)

4. Exultant (6)

16. Headings (6)

5. Unimportant

18. Cherish (5)

(10)

17. Expectation (12)

Sudoku

19. Injury (4)

Down
1. He keeps strict order by having a
neat, trim arrangement (8)
2. Aimed at appeasing the mighty
sea (7)
4. Personal attractions possessed by
lucky people? (6)
5. The kind of travel suitable for
children starting school (5-5)
6. Someone in property? (5)
7. A measure to remove ill-feeling (4)
10. They cover lights – lights near a
place of darkness (10)
12. Using an iron and showing some
urgency (8)
15. Having the smallest rate (7)
16. One who enlists as a carpenter (6)
18. A confusing number of ways to
cause astonishment (5)
19. Caught at rock pool, initially (4)

Word Spiral

Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Cut with axe
2. Tablet
3. Board game
4. Do as told
5. Unit of length
6. Twofold
7. Sediment
8. Complacent
9. Percussion instrument
10. Asian desert
11. Wading bird
12. Cleansing agent
13. Treaty
14. Fling
15. Potato, slang
16. Entrance
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Keyword clue:
A sign of the Zodiac

Solutions
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WORD SPIRAL
1 Chop; 2 Pill; 3 Ludo;
4 Obey; 5 Yard; 6 Dual;
7 Lees; 8 Smug; 9 Gong;
10 Gobi; 11 Ibis; 12 Soap;
13 Pact; 14 Toss;
15 Spud; 16 Door.
Keyword: Scorpio.
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WORD WHEEL
APOLOGISE

I

How you rate:
15 words,
average;
20 words,
good;
25 words, very
good;
30 or more,
excellent.

SUDOKU

You have 10 mins to find as many words as
possible using the letters in the wheel. Each
must use the hub letter and at least 3 others.
Letters may be used only once. You cannot
use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns.
There is at least one 9-letter word to be
found.

DOUBLE CROSSWORD
Cryptic: Across: 1 Maps; 3 Scaffold;
8 Rice; 9 Warrants; 11 Inflammatory;
13 Escape; 14 Closer;
17 Fashion shows; 20 Awarding;
21 Levi; 22 Pleasure; 23 Stag.
Down: 1 Martinet; 2 Pacific;
4 Charms; 5 First-class; 6 Owner;
7 Dose; 10 Lampshades;
12 Pressing; 15 Slowest; 16 Joiner;
18 Amaze; 19 Carp.
Quick: Across: 1 Idol;
3 Reliable; 8 Teem; 9 Calmness;
11 Misadventure; 13 Tremor;
14 Wretch; 17 Anticipation;
20 Airfield; 21 Mute; 22 Meekness;
23 Less. Down: 1 Intimate;
2 Oversee; 4 Elated; 5 Immaterial;
6 Blear; 7 Easy; 10 Admonition;
12 Thinness; 15 Tribute; 16 Titles;
18 Nurse; 19 Harm.

Wordwheel

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) Your imaginative talents are
especially acute this week. Indeed, the rest of the month could
see you hankering for something new and inspiring. For some it
will be boosted by meeting someone with a similar interest. For
others you will be spurred on to take some kind of course or join
a club. Yes, this time is about you and the need to expand your
world.
TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) A busy week and being pulled in
different directions is no help. At an emotional time such as this
a quiet corner of your mind to think is needed. Just a few hours
somewhere new or outdoors (maybe both?) is just fine. Money
seems tied up with a partnership and the decision to agree a
purchase could cause friction. Much as you like to keep everyone
happy, this has to be right for you also.
GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) There are some areas of your life
where you need to feel more comfortable. Finding something new
happening around every corner can be unsettling. It is as though
you need someone to guide you in the right direction. This is more
likely to come from family than any recent acquaintances. Arrange
something at the weekend to give you a boost emotionally. Is it
the time to clear out the clutter?
CANCER (June 22 – July 22) Feeling crabby? No wonder with
so many niggly things going on around you! Other people can’t
make up their minds and you don’t even know what the question
is? The way forward means taking on a more light-hearted
approach. There are some things that you cannot change and
some decisions that have to be made by others. Go with the flow
but make a point of taking your escape at the weekend.
LEO (July 23 – August 23) Being thrust right at the front of things
suits you fine this week. Friends and family, strangely, may not be
in a party mood. So, what is your main quest right now? Right!
Arrange to get folk together for some pure fun and chat. There is
no one who does it better than you. At your charming best, shine
some light into the darker corners to bring inspiration to those
mired in gloom.
VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) Big decisions? Be open and
honest and get them done and sorted! Hesitation can show real
weakness at the moment. The need to step up is obvious to you
but maybe not so much to loved ones. Tired of explaining how
you feel about this? Don’t give yourself the stress. Plough on and
wait for the results to appear. Are you really able to do anything
else?
LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) Kindness comes naturally to
you. Always you give the benefit of the doubt. This week, however,
you may see signs that someone is taking unfair advantage of that
kindness. A verbal shot across the bows may be needed. This
weekend brings home the need for living the lighter side of life and
not worrying so much. Get family or friends to help out so that you
can take a break. You have some deep needs.
SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) An unusual and
enlightening week for you. Something that has been building in
the background comes to a head. It may be a relief to you but can
be quite shocking to others. Move forward swiftly and get on to
your next plan. Showing that you have a path to follow and you
are not going to change it sends the right signal. Your partner or
potential partner seems very much in tune with your needs.
SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) Are you coming
to a crossroads with someone close? A recent disagreement may
have become too tangled to untie. Well, maybe not? Talking it
through may not work so well but if you could both go back to
the beginning, would you? If the answer is yes, then you just need
to work at this a bit harder. After all, consider what you would be
losing in the future if you made a change now?
CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) Mixing business
with pleasure feels right and gives some surprising results. You
discover that workmates are quite different when relieved of
stress. Maybe no surprises there? However, someone with a
romantic interest in you could be emboldened by the situation. Is
that good or would it throw your business balance out of kilter?
Maybe a nice dilemma to have, or a nightmare.
AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) Feeling the urge to throw
a party? Want to get others together? Worried about the cost?
Make it more interesting by asking everyone to bring some food
and drink. A big bowl of punch and some yummy sandwiches
mean that you can start the ball rolling. Paper plates and glasses
simply show your ecological awareness (recycling anyone?) Just
get everyone laughing and you are a winner!
PISCES (February 20 – March 20) Feeling neglected? Do
something fun and unusual to get attention. Stepping out of your
comfort zone can be enough to catapult you into a new attitude.
Who can change your mood but yourself? No-one. Your future
is in your own hands and it can be fun or fuzzy. Be aware that it
is wonderful to have the freedom to do as you please and really
make the most of your opportunities.

