
You have 10 mins to find as many words 
as possible using the letters in the wheel. 
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3 
others. Letters may be used only once. You 
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper 
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to 
be found.

How you rate: 
15 words, 
average;  
20 words, 
good;  
25 words, very 
good;  
30 or more, 
excellent.
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Across

 7. Female  

relative (5)

 8. Subterfuge (7)

 9. N. African  

port (7)

 10. Voracity (5)

 12. Judges (10)

 15. Workers’ 

association (5,5)

 18. Famous lover (5)

 19. Shake (7)

 21. Colonnade (7)

 22. Coach (5)

Down

 1. Teacher (10)

 2. Danger (5)

 3. Nil (4)

 4. Zodiac sign (6)

 5. Pouched  

animal (8)

 6. Freedom (7)

 11. Vanishes (10)

 13. Art of oratory (8)

 14. Cultivators (7)

 16. Idea (6)

 17. Diminish (5)

 20. Consumes (4)

Across
 7. Become tied up in French  

composer (5)

 8. An ornament attached to a sound 

receiver (7)

 9. Hesitate on moral grounds – to 

prescribe twenty grains? (7)

 10. Amalgamation of several companies 

showing confidence (5)

 12. Acrimony sent tribes crazy (10)

 15. This provides a foundation from 

which one’s bounds may be 

extended (10)

 18. Achieves a sharper result, being not 

quite upright (5)

 19. Stern directors (7)

 21. Article included among pennies as 

an act of contrition (7)

 22. Motive for legal action (5)

Down
 1. The hour is near at hand for one who 

has this (10)

 2. Each point comes to extreme 

conclusion (5)

 3. It’s a mistake to move on the ice (4)

 4. Object to being told to go again? (6)

 5. Relatives who are kept in order (8)

 6. We hear the girl employed is  

ill-treated (7)

 11. A teacher after a job is a slave  

driver! (10)

 13. I’m adopting an attitude to be 

prominent (8)

 14. Men of the church, one hears, are 

big boomers (7)

 16. Store of fat? (6)

 17. Some of the servicemen use food 

cards (5)

 20. Kind of yard to cut off (4)

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words. 
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next 
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

 1. Repair
 2. Unable to hear
 3. Fronded plant
 4. Eyrie, say
 5. Snare
 6. Cougar
 7. Unfortunately
 8. Predatory bird
 9. Soon
 10. Hitlerite
 11. Mosque prayer leader
 12. Thin fog
 13. Stumble
 14. Table game
 15. Not short
 16. Lass
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Fill in the grid so that every row, column and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s 
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle 
using reasoning and logic.
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Solutions

DOUBLE CROSSWORD 

Cryptic: Across: 7 Ravel; 8 Earring;  

9 Scruple; 10 Trust; 12 Bitterness;  

15 Trampoline; 18 Hones;  

19 Rudders; 21 Penance; 22 Cause. 

Down: 1 Wristwatch; 2 Every; 3 Slip; 

4 Resent; 5 Brethren; 6 Misused;  

11 Taskmaster; 13 Imposing;  

14 Cannons; 16 Larder; 17 Menus; 

20 Dock. 

Quick: Across: 7 Niece; 8 Evasion;  

9 Tripoli; 10 Greed; 12 Arbitrates;  

15 Trade union; 18 Romeo;  

19 Tremble; 21 Portico; 22 Tutor. 

Down: 1 Instructor; 2 Peril; 3 Zero;  

4 Gemini; 5 Kangaroo; 6 Liberty;  

11 Disappears; 13 Rhetoric;  

14 Farmers; 16 Notion; 17 Abate;  

20 Eats.

WORD SPIRAL
1 Mend; 2 Deaf; 3 Fern;  
4 Nest; 5 Trap; 6 Puma;  
7 Alas; 8 Skua; 9 Anon; 
10 Nazi; 11 Imam;  
12 Mist; 13 Trip; 14 Pool; 
15 Long; 16 Girl. 
Keyword: Sirloin.

WORD WHEEL
VACILLATE

SUDOKU

Puzzles and horoscopes

Quick

Cryptic

Keyword clue:  
A cut of beef

E

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) Having spent much of last week 
trying to figure out just what you were aiming for, this week brings 
some clarity. It is often a chance remark or a change in someone 
else’s situation that seems to turn a key. A little mystery that you 
had maybe forgotten about has quietly been solving itself. Mr 
Poirot would be so pleased! Yes, put your little grey cells to work 
and plot some real fun.

TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) Being very sensitive to the feelings 
of others can be a gift when it comes to relationships. It may 
seem more invasive, however, when you are tuned in to a group 
of people. Much as these may be part of your life, sometimes it 
is good to have a fresh view. Taking a short trip to somewhere 
unfamiliar but pleasant may be all that is needed to reboot your 
enthusiasm and imagination.

GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) Stability is very important to you and 
understandably so. Whatever is at the centre of your life helps to 
bring you through any unexpected or unpleasant times. So this 
week when you feel that things are not quite going in the right 
direction you know where to turn for a good opinion. While, as 
usual, doing things for others, spare some thought for your health 
and long-term wellbeing.

CANCER (June 22 – July 22) It is normal to feel grateful for the 
love and support around you. Sometimes, though, you need to 
get a balance. Being relied on by others is one thing but are you 
doing anything for yourself? This theme of considering your own 
needs goes right through to the end of this month. Why? Because 
you have talents and needs that must see the light of day. Indulge 
yourself a little.

LEO (July 23 – August 23) Some time ago you decided that 
there was something you really wanted to do. Because you take 
so much on, perhaps looking after others, this desire may have 
slipped way down on your list of things to do. In a week that gives 
you something of a breather why not visit that opportunity again? 
What you gain in confidence will no doubt benefit everyone 
around you.

VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) Do you sometimes get the 
feeling that you are taken for granted? It seems nice in a way 
because it can bring home to us that we are reliable and even 
valuable. Even so, it seems to be time you received a little bit 
back. This could be in the form of thanks or help with something 
you want to do yourself. Clap your verbal hands and get noticed, 
then speak!

LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) There may be all sorts of 
thoughts and feelings crowding in on you. We all know the feeling. 
Of course you are happy to consider others but you are ‘others’ 
also! Giving a little more to yourself – more time, more thought, 
more fun - will not just benefit you. Living in the moment can mean 
getting out and doing things that bring you back to the simple joys 
of childhood.

SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) Take yourself back, in 
your mind, to a time when you were very clear about what you 
wanted to be and do. No, really. Was there an unfulfilled wish that 
could still be possible? Be sure to consider it this week. Your mind 
is sharp and your imagination free. Who knows, someone close to 
you may have had exactly the same yearning. Time to have that 
conversation, maybe?

SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) This time is all 
about extending your experiences and ambitions. Are you going 
to take that exciting course? Will there suddenly be the inspiration 
to start that incredible novel? Perhaps starting a sport or hobby 
with a friend appeals? Whatever it is, your mind and imagination 
are ready to take any opportunity. Just don’t be distracted by the 
everyday!

CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) That sometimes 
‘laced up’ attitude could all fall around your ears this week. Long 
held-back emotions may come to the fore. Oh, you could ignore 
them but do you really want to? Give yourself the freedom of self-
expression. So what if it involves showing your raw self? Do you 
realise that being less than perfect and even vulnerable can make 
you much more loveable? 

AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) You are so like a swan 
this week. No, I don’t mean that you have a long neck! It is easy 
for you to look calm and serene when you are really peddling like a 
mad thing to keep up underneath. Someone has noticed, though, 
and would like to see you truly relax. How about a weekend 
tucked up together on a grassy bank? No? Oh well, then use that 
fertile imagination!

PISCES (February 20 – March 20) There are so many things 
around at the moment that are truly annoying. People don’t 
always see you as a sensitive soul. They may even plant their 
own problems on you. Who needs that? It is time that you had a 
bit more fun in your life. Quit waiting for someone else to provide 
it for you. Given the choice, what would you really like to do this 
weekend? Live in the moment and enjoy.
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