
You have 10 mins to find as many words as 
possible using the letters in the wheel. Each 
must use the hub letter and at least 3 others. 
Letters may be used only once. You cannot 
use plurals, foreign words or proper nouns. 
There is at least one 9-letter word to be 
found.

How you rate: 
30 words, 
average;  
40 words, 
good;  
50 words, very 
good;  
60 or more, 
excellent.
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Across

 1. Pierce (9)

 8. Be in debt (3)

 9. Ban (11)

 11. Foreshow (7)

 12. Walk (5)

 13. Starry (6)

 15. Make more 

intense (6)

 17. Giver (5)

 18. Scandalise (7)

 20. Unconcerned 

(11)

 22. Transgression 

(3)

 23. With sincerity (9)

Down
 2. Make a  

mistake (3)

 3. Artifice (5)

 4. Foreigners (6)

 5. Letter (7)

 6. Consider (11)

 7. Dwelling  

place (9)

 10. Unpaid (11)

 11. Mildness (9)

 14. Shorten (7)

 16. Money chest (6)

 19. In that place (5)

 21. Nothing (3)

Across
 1. This kind of wire could be a great 

help (9)
 8. See 10 Down
 9. Undisclosed sign for those who are 

dictated to (11)
 11. Imposed limits on what vaulters  

did (7)
 12. Well-defined tribe round the East (5)
 13. Stick high explosive in the very 

centre (6)
 15. The attitude of the driver who is on 

course (6)
 17. Laments for a principality, one  

hears (5)
 18. A retreat to conceal away from  

home (4-3)
 20. A set means of sending signals (11)
 22. Timber that falls out of the fire (3)
 23. All separately entrusted to the care 

of the mortician? (9)

Down
 2. Sounds like the first person to take a 

look (3)
 3. The sin of the over-eager  

consumer? (5)
 4. Prizes that produce serious conflict 

in advertisements (6)
 5. A shortening of capital cover! (7)
 6. Superlatively oriental? (11)
 7. The sort of precautions shown by the 

best ring entertainers (9)
10 & 8 Ac. Seized when breaking  

the law, as the trapeze artist  
may be (6,2,3,3)

 11. Kind of cake for a dollar meal (9)
 14. Repeat what has been said about 

part of the federation (7)
 16. He acts in a refined way (6)
 19. Flower is seen between sunrise and 

sunset (5)
 21. Reach a conclusion in sudden 

deliberations (3)

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words. 
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next 
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

 1. Difficult
 2. Extinct bird
 3. Cry of pain
 4. Group of cattle
 5. Terrible fate
 6. Frame of mind
 7. Waterfowl
 8. Osculate
 9. Condiment
 10. Tense
 11. Mountain lake
 12. Amphibian
 13. Row
 14. Hurry
 15. Oregano, e.g.
 16. German city
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Fill in the grid so that every row, column and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s 
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle 
using reasoning and logic.
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DOUBLE CROSSWORD 

Cryptic: Across: 1 Telegraph; 8 Act; 

9 Secretaries; 11 Bounded; 12 Clean; 

13 Cohere; 15 Stance; 17 Wails; 

18 Hide-out; 20 Transmitter; 22 Ash; 

23 Everybody. Down: 2 Eye; 

3 Greed; 4 Awards; 5 Haircut;  

6 Easternmost; 7 Stringent; 

10 Caught in the; 11 Buckwheat; 

14 Restate; 16 Chaste; 19 Daisy; 

21 End. 

Quick: Across: 1 Penetrate; 8 Owe; 

9 Prohibition; 11 Betoken; 12 Tread; 

13 Astral; 15 Deepen; 17 Donor; 

18 Outrage; 20 Indifferent; 22 Sin; 

23 Earnestly. Down: 2 Err; 3 Trick; 

4 Aliens; 5 Epistle; 6 Contemplate; 

7 Residence; 10 Outstanding; 

11 Blandness; 14 Abridge; 16 Coffer; 

19 There; 21 Nil.

WORD SPIRAL
1 Hard; 2 Dodo; 3 Ouch; 
4 Herd; 5 Doom; 6 Mood; 
7 Duck; 8 Kiss; 9 Salt; 
10 Taut; 11 Tarn; 12 Newt; 
13 Tier; 14 Rush; 
15 Herb; 16 Bonn. 
Keyword: Kenneth.
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Puzzles and horoscopes

Quick

Cryptic

Keyword clue:  
A boy’s name

I

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) Close relationships are very mu
in your mind at the moment. Maybe there is an apology that y
want to make? Perhaps you feel that someone you have l
touch with needs your attention? Old emotions being stirred 
never sit well with you but it just seems the right time for action
light-hearted approach to a new friend seems to fit well with 
kind of relationship you would like with them.

TAURUS (April 21  – May 21) When a situation comes up t
week you may realise that you have faced it in the past. So lo
back to find the best way to deal with it. There are sure to 
changes that you would like in your working life as this can b
restless time for you. Start the ball rolling by making sure that y
are talking to the right person about it.

GEMINI (May 22  – June 21) Some kind of ownership disp
or an unwelcome change at work could set your hackles up t
week. Try ignoring it for a while to see if it just goes away. If y
do decide to take advice, keep it light and friendly. This is a ti
for you to be getting out and enjoying yourself, not sweating o
boring papers!

CANCER (June 22 – July 22) Have you been burning the can
at both ends? Watch out for those hot wax drips then! Seriou
you do need to pace yourself more to build up your ener
Although you love doing things for others, have a thought for y
own wellbeing. A partnership seems to be a bit shaky, but are y
reading too much into it? Could the other person just be feelin
bit under the weather for some reason?

LEO (July 23 – August 23) Despite it being a very sociable ti
you do sometimes get a bit bored. Even so, avoid picking up
small things and nagging about them. Being a bit of a perfection
it is easily done. Think on if urging someone to take on more th
they can manage. They may just suggest that you do it yours
Your love life needs nurturing in this busy time. Also, when did y
truly make a romantic gesture?

VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) Being involved with a lo
project would suit you well at the moment, so much so tha
could mean a continued involvement. If ever there was a way
make instant friends, this could be it! This is a great time to 
back in touch with friends and relatives who you haven’t se
for some time. What could be better than gathering around
barbecue or kitchen buffet?

LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) There is a strong empha
on work or career this week. As it is also holiday time, do ma
sure that you have everything organised. Last-minute rush
could really spoil the atmosphere and mood. Someone who
pushing your buttons may get more than they bargained for wh
your whistle blows! The usually calm Libra can be a big surpr
when the steam blows out.

SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) Are there those arou
you who want to take up all of your spare time? The answ
may be to be super-busy on something else. It can be tiring a
irritating to try and slot into every little niche that others make
you. Look outside of your usual routine for an escape route t
sounds important. Hey, maybe you will even find one! You 
most important to you.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23  – December 21) Although y
see a situation that someone should take control of this we
does it have to be you? Why not give someone else the chan
to show their talents? Yours may well be busy organising so
social events for family and friends anyway. Who looks at you
be the life and soul of the party? Well, get them to help out as w
Singing for their supper, maybe?

CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) There are so ma
exciting things to get on with. Now, where will we start? So
but it has to be finances! The spotlight is on home and cash a
how that affects your work. Is there just too much to worry ab
in those areas? Try getting someone else to share the load. T
could be by giving you emotional support and understanding
even better still, a cash injection! 

AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) Family dynamics are 
with contradictions. What does that mean to you? Yes, hard
get anyone to agree with you. Do they really have to, thoug
Some matters are best dealt with on a one-to-one basis, are
they? Sprucing up your image will do no harm when meeting n
people. Indeed, it could even trigger a bit of romance (if tha
what you want).

PISCES (February 20 – March 20) Thinking too much and 
deeply? That can cause wobbles in the wellbeing area. Your m
can be a bit of a mystery to you. How, then, can you expect oth
to know what you want? How? You have to tell them. Simply a
in clear language state what seems to be the pretty obvious.
get a response, though, you may have to ruffle a few feathers!


