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Puzzles and horoscopes
Double Crossword

Horoscopes
Cryptic
Across
1. Performers who air their talents (12)
7. The company contacted an
aircraft (5)
8. Piece from the player on doublebass (5)
9. Take legal action against Susan (3)
10. The quality of the crumbly biscuit (9)
11. Excluded from the clique for a
start (6)
12. Lowered as a bed, maybe (6)
15. Right name for a frightening
experience (9)
17. The eggs are finished, by the sound
of it (3)
18. Happening to come from Steven
Thomas (5)
19. Don’t stay for a holiday period (5)
21. Are their relations to be trusted? (5-7)

Quick
12. Tray (6)

4. Gad about (9)

15. Remember (9)

5. Because (5)

of human

17. Circuit (3)

6. Recipe (12)

behaviour (12)

18. Retinue (5)

Across
1. Student

7. Dulcet (5)

19. Pungent (5)

8. Of the moon (5)

21. Stoppage (12)

9. Anybody (3)

Down

10. Unsteadiness
(9)
11. Traduce (6)

7. Bundle (5)
10. Likeness (9)
13. Sound (5)

1. Outweigh (12)

14. Mend (6)

2. Colour (3)

16. Fetter (5)

3. Deadly (6)

20. Slash (3)

Sudoku

Down
1. Metal-worker – or sponsor with the
money? (12)
2. Mother makes a crazy comeback (3)
3. Bookmaker (6)
4. It holds the record for spinning (9)
5. Limited freedom of movement over
the mountains (5)
6. They sound like tradesmen with sore
throats! (5-7)
7. Teach to be dishonest (5)
10. Presumably he’s content to have
good looks (9)
13. Make a scratch number of points (5)
14. Mate permitted a straw mattress (6)
16. Illustrious kind of Dane (5)
20. Suffer sickness - because of strong
drink, we hear (3)

Word Spiral

Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Visage
2. Nefarious
3. Fibber
4. Engrossed
5. Experiment
6. Dull heavy sound
7. Flat circular object
8. Ready money
9. Shoe part
10. Capital of Peru
11. Assert
12. Roster
13. Nagging pain
14. Therefore
15. Norse god
16. Require
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Keyword clue:
A type of cheese

Solutions
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WORD SPIRAL
1 Face; 2 Evil; 3 Liar;
4 Rapt; 5 Test; 6 Thud;
7 Disc; 8 Cash; 9 Heel;
10 Lima; 11 Aver;
12 Rota; 13 Ache;
14 Ergo; 15 Odin;
16 Need.
Keyword: Cheddar.

T

How you rate:
10 words,
average;
15 words,
good;
20 words, very
good;
25 or more,
excellent.

WORD WHEEL
BEGETTING
SUDOKU

You have 10 mins to find as many words
as possible using the letters in the wheel.
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3
others. Letters may be used only once. You
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to
be found.

DOUBLE CROSSWORD
Cryptic: Across: 1 Broadcasters;
7 Comet; 8 Rondo; 9 Sue;
10 Shortness; 11 Outset; 12 Abased;
15 Nightmare; 17 Ova; 18 Event;
19 Leave; 21 Story-tellers.
Down: 1 Brassfounder; 2 Dam;
3 Author; 4 Turntable; 5 Range;
6 Horse-dealers; 7 Cheat;
10 Spectator; 13 Score; 14 Pallet;
16 Great; 20 Ail.
Quick: Across: 1 Psychologist;
7 Sweet; 8 Lunar; 9 One;
10 Shakiness; 11 Defame; 12 Salver;
15 Recollect; 17 Lap; 18 Train;
19 Acrid; 21 Interruption.
Down: 1 Preponderate; 2 Hue;
3 Lethal; 4 Gallivant; 5 Since;
6 Prescription; 7 Sheaf;
10 Semblance; 13 Valid; 14 Repair;
16 Chain; 20 Rip.

Wordwheel

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) A wonderful week for making friends
and enjoying the company of family. It is possible that you have
misunderstood someone’s attitude towards you. Talking is good
and can reveal many things. Some days it is hard to concentrate
but it is worth the effort. The more that you take charge of your
everyday life now, the more success you will have in the future. Tie
up loose financial ends.
TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) Partnerships and relationships in
general are really sparkling right now and you should be feeling
at your very best. The trouble is, with so much going on around
you it is hard to concentrate! Get that ‘to do’ list out and work
your way through it. Maybe you have taken on too much? Don’t
be afraid to ask for help or a delay on a project. The main thing is
to stay in control.
GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) Concentrate on keeping your social
engagements and promises even though it is a busy time. With
many tasks both at home and work it would be easy to neglect
loved ones. Can they help? A younger person may welcome the
chance to understand your work more. You have knowledge that
is useful and interesting to share. If something is annoying you it
may be necessary to think back.
CANCER (June 22 – July 22) Pushing ahead with plans shows
just how much support there is around you. Socially it’s a great
week. Trust your instincts more rather than trying to over-analyse
everything. Life can be as simple as you care to make it. As good
as your everyday may be, there is likely a need for stimulation.
If this is physical then it is worth taking up an activity to burn
that energy. If it is emotional then you need to learn to share your
feelings.
LEO (July 23 – August 23) In an amazingly productive week,
make the most of both your energy and talents. Get finances in
order and organise the months ahead socially. Only then will you
have the peace of mind to make real progress. You may see this
progress as a business matter but realise that its success also
enhances life at home. It does seem that everyone wants a slice
of you this week so you may have to make another list!
VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) Both socially and in
business, it’s a creative and forward-thrusting time. There are
profound changes going on around and inside your sphere and
there is the chance to show your talents. Give yourself the selfbelief and confidence to let it all shine through. Others need your
input and, having received it, will find it hard to go without! Be
determined to stay on this new path.
LIBRA (September 24 – October 23)
Something that you know is right needs bringing to attention.
Those in authority, perhaps at work, may try to distract your
purpose. Even so, your sense of fairness will ensure that your
voice is heard. Those who resent or criticise your kindness are
those who do not deserve your help. Plenty are sharing your
kindness to others although their voices may not be as loud.
Continue to seek the closeness with another that you deserve.
SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) In a busy time you will
be reminded of how well organised you have been in the past. Are
you able to concentrate and get things in line now? Changes at
work may not be unexpected. Give yourself time to think about
them before commenting. Progress comes through taking care
of the details and giving enough time to plan. Sounds dry and
boring? Ah, but then we move forward!
SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) Getting out and
about and meeting new people is very rewarding at the moment.
Your imagination will show the way. Things may be going well
but could be so much better. How? By your pulling out all the
stops and putting in a big piece of personal effort. There are some
wonders on offer but check out the facts and seek the opinion of
loved ones.
CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) Someone is near who
can increase your knowledge and give you a new outlook on life.
Aim to stop thinking about yourself in terms of success or failure.
See the whole person. You need support and satisfaction. No, it’s
not too much to ask! Parts of your life can be completely changed
but you need to use your charm and talents. Do you realise just
how persuasive you can be?
AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) Stop fussing over a
dilemma that cannot be solved and get out and relax. It is time
to turn a corner. The desire to go for what you want is strong. Do
you deny yourself because of loyalty to an outdated idea? The
world changes, people change, ideas change. Having a few deep
conversations brings about the understanding you need. Did you
think that you were the only one?
PISCES (February 20 – March 20) Let your dreamier side take
over. You know what they say about imagination… use it or lose it!
Although you may ask the opinion of others, in the end you know
the answers to your own questions. Well, at least the answers that
you want to hear! So, it is not a time to be practical, methodical or
diligent in your personal emotions. Your heart will insist on guiding
you.

