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You have 10 mins to find as many words
as possible using the letters in the wheel.
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3
others. Letters may be used only once. You
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to
be found.

How you rate:
8 words,
average;
12 words,
good;
16 words, very
good;
20 or more,
excellent.
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Across

1. Package (6)

4. Slender (6)

9. Killing by

electricity (13)

10. Odd (7)

11. Male duck (5)

12. Downright (5)

14. Vagrant (5)

18. Pattern (5)

19. Public

performer (7)

21. Doubts (13)

22. Pitched (6)

23. Dog-house (6)

Down

1. Gratify (6)

2. Prepare for

action (5,3,5)

3. Consumed (5)

5. Wash and

iron (7)

6. Get in (4,9)

7. Offer (6)

8. Cringe (5)

13. Expand (7)

15. Quantity (6)

16. Trivial (5)

17. Receptacle (6)

20. Taut (5)

Across
1. Hosts having many private lines (6)
4. Hoboes making a racket in

backstreet (6)
9. Descriptive of water current! (13)

10. Corresponds with what strikers
use (7)

11. Indirect remark to a team (5)
12. Kind of layer found on the building

site (5)
14. I’m taking a long time to create an

idea (5)
18. A different shape for stacks (5)
19. Likely to be resolved by physics (7)
21. Forebodings before emotional

feelings? (13)
22. A piece of material in ingenious

tailoring (6)
23. Kinsman puts us in the money (6)

Down
1. Not on holiday for the reception (2-4)
2. Could be just the place for a tender

marine (13)
3. Name once changed by the

aspirate (5)
5. To do this to a lost soul could be a

miracle (7)
6. But they don’t forbid the

wedding! (8,5)
7. Service having no publicity

agents! (6)
8. Grade the girl below a hundred (5)

13. Its contents are tapped by
washers (7)

15. Where the faithful give their
services (6)

16. A quaintly pleasing kind of accent (5)
17. Allowed to transgress – makes an

admission (4,2)
20. He had a great love for capital and

nothing more (5)

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Coarse file
2. Hairstyle
3. Miserly
4. Naming word
5. Invalid
6. Raise
7. Cash register
8. Praise, glorify
9. Deceased
10. Information
11. Yes votes
12. Male deer
13. Grasp
14. Hand part
15. Take care of
16. Child’s toy
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Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.

Double Crossword Horoscopes

Word Spiral

Wordwheel

Sudoku

Solutions

DOUBLECROSSWORD
Cryptic:Across:1Armies;4Tramps;
9Hydroelectric;10Matches;
11Aside;12Brick;14Image;
18Heaps;19Curable;
21Presentiments;22Lining;
23Cousin.Down:1At-home;
2Mediterranean;3Enoch;
5Reclaim;6Marriagebanns;
7Secret;8Class;13Cistern;
15Chapel;16Acute;17Letsin;
20Romeo.
Quick:Across:1Packet;4Slight;
9Electrocution;10Strange;
11Drake;12Sheer;14Tramp;
18Model;19Artiste;
21Uncertainties;22Tossed;
23Kennel.Down:1Please;2Clear
thedecks;3Eaten;5Launder;
6Gainadmission;7Tender;
8Cower;13Enlarge;15Amount;
16Banal;17Vessel;20Tense.

WORDSPIRAL
1Rasp;2Perm;3Mean;
4Noun;5Null;6Lift;
7Till;8Laud;9Dead;
10Data;11Ayes;
12Stag;13Grip;
14Palm;15Mind;
16Doll.
Keyword:Lillian.
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Puzzles and horoscopes

Quick

Cryptic

Keyword clue:
A girl’s name

U

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) A more light-hearted approach this
week finally clears the air. Misunderstandings happen from time
to time despite our best efforts. It is a bit easier to concentrate
now that you have less to think about. Keeping an eye on finances
probably means saying ‘no’ to a few luxury items. Of course, if
someone else wants to buy them for you, that is another matter!
Allow others to show their support.

TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) Still working your way through that
‘to do’ list? Well, keep going. Feel the sense of satisfaction when
you finish it! If a task seems too much at the moment, do let
others be generous with their time. Working together can mean
finding simpler ways to reach your goals. It is said that two heads
are better than one! Finding it hard to concentrate? Now where is
that list again?

GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) Someone who you worked with
on a project last week is still proving their worth. Encourage
talent where you see it. The fact that you are true to your word
brings admiration. It could even prompt someone to make a
romantic gesture! Are you able to help someone who is facing a
problem that you have been through yourself? It shows that your
knowledge is in demand.

CANCER (June 22 – July 22) The emphasis on your social life
turns more to your work this week. There is still the chance to
combine the two at the weekend if you wish. Continue to keep
life simple, especially financially, although it may seem like a
rather boring period. Did someone share a worry or secret with
you last week? Consider coming back to them to get an update.
Sometimes just an encouraging word is enough.

LEO (July 23 – August 23) In what is still a very busy week you
may have to make lists of your lists! Still, every effort is worth
the startling progress that is possible. Avoid, midweek, letting
sentimentality push you in the wrong direction. Be sure that
anything you offer is deliverable and desirable. Again, the more
organised you are, the louder success bangs on your door. Fancy
some peace and quiet?

VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) Are you thinking of making
changes at work? Do you see how open the possibilities are for
you? Although you have to consider finances, splitting your time
could be as good as making a gigantic decision. This is the time
to make the most of your charm and show your value in different
areas. You won’t realise how experienced you are until you set it
down on paper.

LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) Being well on the way to
putting something right, you can afford to feel a little satisfaction.
Keep a sharp eye open for anyone or anything that tries to
sidetrack your purpose. Yes, it sounds like a pretty intense week,
doesn’t it? There are short, bright and even sparkling moments,
though. Energy may not be high and any health problems need
dealing with promptly.

SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) Moving on from a rather
dry and even boring week, the progress that you made is clear to
see. Of course you want life to be more exciting! Start by planning
something for the festive season that is unusual. The days right
after are ripe to get people out and about. Chivvy them along on
their New Year resolutions. Too early to plan that? I don’t think so,
especially if it is something special!

SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) The thought of
a late holiday or a weekend away is tempting. If there is nothing
to stop you, then do think about it seriously. Others, both socially
and in business, are wanting to meet you. Are you ready to show
your true self and even boast of your talents? Please do. It is
unlikely they would be impressed with a ‘church mouse’ even if
you have a sweet squeak!

CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) This is a good time
of the year to decide which friends you really want to spend time
with. As you become busier it would be silly to waste time with
tedious people. It can also lead to you neglecting those who
really matter. Family becomes important with the news of a new
addition. A seismic shift in your emotions is not unexpected. Even
so, it comes as a surprise to you.

AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) Recent questions have
given you many answers. Feel free to talk again if something
changes or is not clear. There may have been a few guilty feelings
over the last week. Maybe your progress seems unfair when
compared to others. No, you deserve luck and that is what it
mostly is. Although you can certainly influence things, yours is
not the last word.

PISCES (February 20 – March 20) So much energy! Others may
become tired out trying to keep up with you. Pay special attention
to someone who is trying to make light of an illness. They may
not want to make a fuss. However, that does not stop you from
making a fuss over them! The chances are that you both need a
quiet and gentle love right now. There may be healing to do and
amends to make.


