Puzzles and horoscopes
Double Crossword

Horoscopes
Cryptic
Across
1. Game to set kilts swirling? (8)
5. Shape of a seat (4)
9. Anyone in it is out (4)
10. What the bride says afterwards won’t
be in church! (8)
11. Wild geese? It’s just a yarn! (5)
12. Weak, and liable to get the
wind-up? (3-4)
13. Hit-or-miss affair indicating a
wrongful conviction? (5,3,5)
18. Mollified five hundred with sausage
mash! (8)
19. A smack on the wrist (4)
20. He has main control (7)
21. Their families are their pride (5)
22. Ride past (4)
23. Beached and abandoned (8)

Quick
19. Dispatch (4)

6. Everlasting (7)

20. Distinctive (7)

7. Faithfulness (7)

5. Cure (4)

21. Started (5)

8. Non-

9. Worry (4)

22. Uninteresting (4)

Across
1. Supplement (8)

23. Due

10. Plan of

proportion (8)

campaign (8)

Down

11. Change (5)

professional (6)
13. Released from
obligation (7)
14. Solidify (7)

12. Titular (7)

2. Puzzle (7)

15. Gain (6)

13. Unusually (13)

3. Outermost (7)

16. Stern (7)

18. Abash (8)

4. On purpose (13)

17. Listlessness (7)

Sudoku

Down
2. The sort of critic who strikes? (7)
3. Female Russian artisan, perhaps (7)
4. An ordeal for the patient? (9,4)
6. Excel or finish with such sports (7)
7. He may live for weeks on water (7)
8. Not a cutting look! (6)
13. Unusual terrain for a coach (7)
14. Having poor taste (7)
15. The length an association will
go to? (7)
16. Disturbance in court, perhaps (7)
17. Misdemeanour of a receiver (7)

Word Spiral

Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Affluent
2. Not soft
3. Information
4. Land measure
5. Discharge
6. Be inclined
7. Besmear
8. Poet
9. Highland dagger
10. Military cap
11. Greek letter
12. Among
13. Action
14. Extinct bird
15. Burden
16. Pudding ingredient
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Keyword clue:
A type of plant

Solutions
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WORD SPIRAL
1 Rich; 2 Hard; 3 Data;
4 Acre; 5 Emit; 6 Tend;
7 Daub; 8 Bard; 9 Dirk;
10 Kepi; 11 Iota; 12 Amid;
13 Deed; 14 Dodo;
15 Onus; 16 Sago.
Keyword: Begonia.
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WORD WHEEL
CATCHMENT

T

How you rate:
8 words,
average;
12 words,
good;
16 words, very
good;
20 or more,
excellent.

SUDOKU

You have 10 mins to find as many words
as possible using the letters in the wheel.
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3
others. Letters may be used only once. You
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to
be found.

DOUBLE CROSSWORD
Cryptic: Across: 1 Skittles; 5 Form;
9 Coma; 10 Idolater; 11 Skein;
12 Run-down; 13 Trial and error;
18 Assuaged; 19 Cuff; 20 Neptune;
21 Lions; 22 Rode; 23 Stranded.
Down: 2 Knocker; 3 Tsarina;
4 Endurance test; 6 Outdoor;
7 Mariner; 8 Glance; 13 Trainer;
14 Insipid; 15 League; 16 Ruction;
17 Offence.
Quick: Across: 1 Appendix;
5 Heal; 9 Fret; 10 Strategy; 11 Alter;
12 Nominal; 13 Exceptionally;
18 Confound; 19 Send; 20 Special;
21 Begun; 22 Dull; 23 Symmetry.
Down: 2 Perplex; 3 Extreme;
4 Intentionally; 6 Eternal; 7 Loyalty;
8 Layman; 13 Excused; 14 Congeal;
15 Profit; 16 Austere; 17 Langour.

Wordwheel

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) With so much going on around
you, Aries, it is no wonder that some days this week get pretty
confusing. Stick to that ‘to do’ list and avoid being distracted.
So many of the demands made on you this week are really not
that urgent. However, your health and energy need taking care of.
Eating well and avoiding stress as winter kicks in is very important.
Be extra kind to yourself.
TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) A pretty emotional week, Taurus,
something you would rather avoid. Still, see it as letting go of all
those pent-up feelings. Face your demons and have a good blub if
you feel like it! Don’t feel guilty for speaking your mind if someone
has been winding you up. Looking forward, be determined to only
spend your time with positive and life-affirming people. Make
some new friends?
GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) Is it really difficult to make a decision
about something personal? Has this been worrying you for some
time? Well, what happens if you decide to just walk away and
think about it? Sometimes getting away from those who nag and
cajole will help you to see more clearly. Confide in a friend you
can trust. Chances are that they know what is going on anyway.
Step ahead.
CANCER (June 22 – July 22) Get out of that rut and start things
moving, Cancer. This may feel like the time of year to cosy up and
hunker down, but not for you! Life can be so much more but it
does need some effort. The trouble is, finding that one thing that
really matters to you can be tricky. Think back ten years. What did
you want to achieve then that you have not? Get moving even if
it’s in your crablike way!
LEO (July 23 – August 23) Charge up your hopes and dreams
and get working on them this week. So, the evenings are darker
and the days colder. So, why let that affect your life! Overall there
are things out there that will change your whole attitude if you only
find out about them. Taking a course or volunteering goes well
for those who are able. Writing that novel or finding new friends
works well for others. On your marks…!
VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) When we don’t make plans
or get organised in our lives, things tend to happen anyway. The
problem is that the things that do happen are not what we would
have wanted. There is a clear message for you this week, Virgo.
Either get it together or risk having decisions made for you. Give
someone at the weekend a chance to tell you exactly how they
feel about things. Listen.
LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) Being the strong and silent
type is great, Libra. Often it means that you see things clearly and
are able to help others. At the moment, though, you need to help
yourself. There will be misunderstandings and confusion if you
do not make yourself clear. Because you tend not to vocalize,
others assume they know what you want or are thinking. Blow
your trumpet loudly.
SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) It is hard to see ourselves
as others see us. In the main we do not succeed in that. At the
moment you could be giving out the wrong signals. Maybe not
talking about something (even to yourself) is leaving you feeling
alone. Chat away, Scorpio. Your friends and family can share your
concerns and your joys. Give them the chance to become more a
part of your everyday thoughts.
SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) When things go
well we tend to forget about all of the times that it didn’t. Well,
mostly. This week should be smooth running and even better
financially. Take the chance to put things in place for the future.
This could be either re. work or finances. Personally at a peak,
enjoy this time as one to make lasting and good memories. You
deserve it!
CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) There is something
to be said, this week, for stopping the stress and ‘going with the
flow’. Live in the here and now instead of fussing over yesterday or
tomorrow. Get out into the fresh air and enjoy your surroundings.
Go and visit someone who you have not seen for some time.
Read a book on a subject that really interests you. Do what you
really enjoy, Capricorn.
AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) Making that all-important
list this week is key to a smooth future. Yes, all of those small jobs
and conversations that you need to have! When things are going
well it is the time to look ahead and get organised. So, you may
not have the cash to get moving yet but, when you do, progress
can be fast. A sharp attitude this week will stand you in good
stead for the months ahead.
PISCES (February 20 – March 20) Get a spark back into
your everyday life by using that energy! Get it channelled into
something that really gets your wheels spinning. Passions are
great for propelling yourself into the future and for solving the
problems of the present. Someone who is wanting to help you in
a practical way could be just the companion you need. With such
a bright mind, partnerships can sparkle.

