
You have 10 mins to find as many words 
as possible using the letters in the wheel.
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3
others. Letters may be used only once. You 
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper 
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to 
be found.

How you rate:
10 words, 
average;
15 words, 
good;
20 words, very 
good;
25 or more, 
excellent.
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Across

 4. Important (7)

 8. Referee (6)

 9. Stranded (7)

 10. Deadly (6)

11. People (6)

12. Changeable (8)

18. Absurd (8)

 20. Energy (6)

 21. Unfold (6)

22. Erased (7)

23. Contusion (6)

24. By now (7)

Down

1. Survive (7)

2. Parvenu (7)

3. Fleet of

warships (6)

5. Contrive (8)

6. Development (6)

7. Sinew (6)

13. To favour (8)

 14. Applause (7)

15. Changed (7)

16. Wicked (6)

17. Give (6)

19. Secret (6)

Across
 4. Wrongly name the girl, we hear, by a 

telephone conversation (7)
 8. This clue is not to be believed (6)
 9. It has a pronounced similarity to 

another word (7)
 10. Takes steps to show the markings of 

tyres (6)
 11. Hold back – farther back! (6)
 12. Add to the number in the fold (8)
 18. Nothing follows an order for task 

force (8)
 20. The Government ease restrictions – a 

tricky problem is seen in this (6)
 21. Men go crazy after one 

Shakespearian woman (6)
 22. Circulates advertisement in press 

arrangement (7)
23 & 16 Dn. Elves of no great  

standing (6,6)
 24. This shows the concentration of 

matter contained in the volume (7)

Down
 1. Will certainly ruin act, if out of  

order (7)
 2. Exaggerate to increase the tension (7)
 3. Overcome – because subscription 

hasn’t yet been paid? (6)
 5. The more this varies, the more the 

heat is the same! (8)
 6. They provide splendid cover for the 

capitals of rulers (6)
 7. Take a gamble on the fellows being 

non-professionals (6)
 13. Certify as satisfactory an account with 

favourable balance (8)
 14. Dark times, we hear, for chivalrous 

characters (7)
 15. What the jumpers did is limited (7)
 16. See 23 Across
 17. A fool holds �xed property of the 

deceased (6)
 19. Biographical record of me in the sea 

in France (6)

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words. 
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next 
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

 1. Metallic element
 2. Leg part
 3. Pointed tooth
 4. Lass
 5. Lengthy
 6. Impudence
 7. Suggestive look
 8. Harvest
 9. Stopper
 10. Acquire
 11. Inert gas
12. Body part
13. Retain
14. Bucket
15. Surgical fabric
 16. Amphibian
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Fill in the grid so that every row, column and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s 
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.
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DOUBLECROSSWORD
Cryptic:Across: 4 Miscall; 8 Untrue; 
9Homonym;10Treads; 11 Hinder; 
12Increase; 18 Commando;  
20Teaser; 21 Imogen; 22 Spreads; 
23Little;24Density.  
Down:1Curtain;2Stretch;  
3Subdue; 5 Isotherm; 6 Crowns;  
7Laymen;13Accredit; 14 Knights; 
15Bounded;16People; 17 Assets; 
19Memoir. 
Quick:Across: 4 Weighty; 8 Umpire; 
9Aground; 10 Lethal; 11 Nation;  
12Variable; 18 Farcical; 20 Vigour; 
21Evolve;22Effaced; 23 Bruise;  
24Already. Down: 1 Outlive;  
2Upstart; 3 Armada; 5 Engineer;  
6Growth; 7 Tendon; 13 Befriend;  
14Acclaim; 15 Altered; 16 Sinful;  
17Donate;19 Covert.

WORDSPIRAL
1Zinc;2Calf;3Fang;
4Girl;5Long;6Gall;
7Leer;8Reap;9Plug;
10Gain;11Neon;
12Neck;13Keep;
14Pail;15Lint;16Toad. 
Keyword: Reading.
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Quick

Cryptic

Keyword clue: 
An English town
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ARIES (March 21 – April 20) You could be purring like a cat 
this week, seeing things going pretty smoothly. Showing your 
independence has been a big boost to you. Such a con�dence 
builder is worth a bit of effort. Listen carefully to your partner and 
hear what they are saying, not what you want to hear! Yes, some 
compromise may be necessary. Even so, you are going in a good 
direction.

TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) Trying to hold on to something or 
someone who wants to move on? Life may not always be ideal 
but you may get a chance at this again in the future. Try looking 
more ahead and not just at the immediate future. A partner knows 
exactly where they are with you and that can be a big attraction. 
Everything has to be just right for you in romance. Try a little 
�exibility.

GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) Others don’t always realise how 
sensitive you can be. Well, you don’t really show it, do you? Are 
you being over-sensitive with a loved one? Rejecting a chance 
to get ahead because of the chance of failing? We all feel it at 
some time, believe me! Seek those who are intelligent and not 
just attractive to look at. A meeting of minds is what you really 
need right now.

CANCER (June 22 – July 22) Full of chatter and keen to share your 
secret longings? Hold back. Be sure your emotions are shared 
with someone who is trustworthy. Being busy you may �nd it hard 
to �t everything in this week. Rather than hurry any meetings or 
decisions, take a rain check where possible. Someone who wants 
to get closer to you may be put off by an air of aloofness.

LEO (July 23 – August 23) Unusually, you could be feeling a bit 
depleted this week. Still, there is plenty to do and organise even 
if you don’t feel like running around. I bet that you are already 
thinking about organising others for the winter holiday! Be sure to 
get dates in early to avoid not being with your favourite people. 
Many bargains are around at the moment to help with that cash 
�ow!

VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) A few days feeling a bit low? 
Don’t think everyone else is feeling dandy! Autumn often brings 
on delayed gloomy feelings. Could you be the one to cheer others 
up? As a way to improve your own mood it is hard to beat. A 
gentle passion is simmering away. Sometimes that is better than 
a �ash and a bang. Long-term suits you best both at home and 
work.

LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) Feeling a bit restless? 
Could this be because someone seems to be dragging their 
heels? Have you tried taking them by surprise by taking their 
shoes off? Really. Try doing something that they really would not 
expect of you. You are sometimes too easygoing. Sometimes 
getting noticed involves making a bit of noise. Are you ready to 
be in the spotlight?

SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) It can be hard to accept 
that someone close has not come up to scratch. Maybe turning 
your attention to something different will give them a chance to 
wake up. In the end you can only do so much for folk who will not 
help themselves. It takes all kinds to make a world. Still, others 
will not disappoint and will restore your faith. Just give them a 
chance.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) You can be both 
gentle and passionate. Sometimes, though, you may feel a bit 
trapped. You aren’t really. Changing your situation just a little will 
show you that. Responsibilities can be shared rather than trying 
to do everything yourself. This week energy may be rather low. It 
will change but looking after your health is important. Take a day 
out and breathe!

CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) Your dreams remind 
you of possibilities long forgotten. Is this the time? Get in touch 
with those you have been thinking about but have lost touch with. 
Strangely, this can remind you of how far you have come in the 
missing years. Not so bad after all, is it? Being sympathetic is 
good but be careful not to talk down to others. No-one wants to 
see pity in your eyes. 

AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) As an original thinker 
you do come up with some bright ideas. You also come up with 
some quite bizarre ones. If you need to tell the difference then ask 
someone who knows the difference. No, family won’t do. A really 
unbiased opinion is worth its weight in gold. Even a stranger may 
be more honest than your auntie! Where your money is involved, 
take care.

PISCES (February 20 – March 20) This is a week of secrets best 
kept. Not everyone can be trusted with your personal information, 
so be aware! Take charge where you see others faltering. Maybe 
having had an awkward experience yourself means that you can 
help others. Any changes in your personal life that happened last 
week may need a bit more encouragement. Worth the effort? Yes.


