Puzzles and horoscopes
Double Crossword

Horoscopes
Cryptic
Across
1. Still, it might result in interference (6)
4. Lost, as a dog may be (6)
9. Single-minded concentration before
starting the job (13)
10. Speed too much, and go over the
limit (7)
11. She’s back in the scene, right
on cue (5)
12. Rings the wrong shop about
nothing (5)
14. We’re clean out of them! (5)
18. Most airlines provide this flight (5)
19. Performer makes a start that is
different (7)
21. Takes the plunge without consulting
the directors? (4,9)
22. About eleven, the ship moves off (6)
23. He shares what’s left (6)

Quick
Across
1. Tremble (6)
4. Expurgate (6)

18. Automaton (5)

5. Specimen (7)

19. Repartee (7)

6. Inefficiency (13)

21. Confusion (13)

7. Haphazard (6)

22. Threefold (6)

9. Remonstrance

23. Motive (6)

(13)

Down

10. Wandered (7)

1. Feeling sick (6)

11. Courtyard (5)

2. Always

12. Construct (5)

calm (13)
3. Attempt (5)

14. Hold off (5)

Sudoku

8. Conduct (5)
13. To the letter (7)
15. Minister (6)
16. Wide (5)
17. Defeated (6)
20. Dough (5)

Down
1. It may be used to weaken
the spirit (6)
2. A fair exchange in view? (2,3,3,2,3)
3. Suffer part of the main current (5)
5. One stays with it (7)
6. To take up the post is to increase the
risk (5,3,5)
7. Northern statesman? (6)
8. The poet is very ardent! (5)
13. Act for each class (7)
15. Habits of a wise man in America (6)
16. Possibly means to provide titles (5)
17. One who minds is easily hurt (6)
20. Let the sailor in as well, though it’s
forbidden (5)

Word Spiral

Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Nought
2. Cry of pain
3. Chop wildly
4. Type
5. Not alive
6. Consider
7. Unmarried woman
8. Cast off
9. Rush
10. Cure
11. Luxuriant
12. Snake sound
13. Broth
14. Tablet
15. Weaving machine
16. Offend
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Keyword clue:
A English county
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WORD SPIRAL
1 Zero; 2 Ouch; 3 Hack;
4 Kind; 5 Dead; 6 Deem;
7 Miss; 8 Shed; 9 Dash;
10 Heal; 11 Lush;
12 Hiss; 13 Soup; 14 Pill;
15 Loom; 16 Miff.
Keyword: Suffolk.
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How you rate:
10 words,
average;
15 words,
good;
20 words, very
good;
25 or more,
excellent.

SUDOKU

You have 10 mins to find as many words
as possible using the letters in the wheel.
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3
others. Letters may be used only once. You
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to
be found.

DOUBLE CROSSWORD
Cryptic: Across: 1 Static; 4 Astray;
9 Preoccupation; 10 Overrun;
11 Irene; 12 Hoops; 14 Baths;
18 Stair; 19 Artiste;
21 Goes overboard; 22 Steams;
23 Coheir. Down: 1 Siphon;
2 An eye for an eye; 3 Incur;
5 Stamina; 6 Raise the stake;
7 Yankee; 8 Burns; 13 Perform;
15 Usages; 16 Names; 17 Tender;
20 Taboo.
Quick: Across: 1 Quiver; 4 Censor;
9 Expostulation; 10 Strayed;
11 Patio; 12 Build; 14 Repel;
18 Robot; 19 Riposte;
21 Embarrassment; 22 Treble;
23 Reason. Down: 1 Queasy;
2 Imperturbable; 3 Essay;
5 Example; 6 Shiftlessness;
7 Random; 8 Guide; 13 Literal;
15 Priest; 16 Broad; 17 Beaten;
20 Paste.

Wordwheel

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) Be extra curious and ready for a
surprise. It is said that strange things happen around Halloween.
Maybe for you it will be the surprise of meeting an old flame. You
may not want to linger. Even so, use your energy and confidence
to take charge of any situation that appeals to you. Dedication to
a cause really brings out the best in you, that is for sure! Use your
imagination more in your love life.
TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) A situation is not how you expected
it to be, maybe a little disappointing? Still, keep a cool head and
highlight the finer details before making a decision. Tempers can
easily flare where there is a difference of opinion. Think in the long
term though, and maybe slow any acid remarks down! Remember,
also, that someone on the home front could be feeling neglected.
GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) Use your imagination to solve a
puzzle. With your love life somehow tied up with your finances,
think carefully. Overall you may be comfortable to be in the
company of those who stick their noses in a phone or computer.
However, don’t underestimate the need for real conversation and
hugs. Yes, hugs are essential and are definitely blunted by too
much screen time! Make life real.
CANCER (June 22 – July 22) Be willing to change direction as
needed to succeed. Maybe finances are a little easier now to give
you some breathing space? There has been and still is a lot of
passion surrounding you this year. Rekindling a love is possible.
Even so, take care. Falling in love with love is very short-lived
whereas true love is worth investing in. Give yourself this time to
decide what you want. Don’t rush it.
LEO (July 23 – August 23) With extra energy and the determination
to succeed, you will. Should someone try to take advantage of
the fact that you are busy, sidestep them. You don’t have to be
polite. Sometimes you think too much about what others think of
you. What? Even if their opinion really doesn’t matter? You are
admirable for many reasons but don’t let that pride puff up on you.
Be creative with your love life.
VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) Be a little narrow-minded
and aim quite finely on your goal. Others could try to distract
you. Those who are on your wavelength and make you feel
comfortable, though, should be encouraged. Putting too many
irons in the fire this week makes you confused and tired, so avoid
it. Would the weekend be a good time to visit some reflective and
relaxing relatives?
LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) The chance to go
somewhere or do something exotic should be welcomed. Be
lucky. Someone who throws up a challenge knows you better
than you think. Will you respond? At this time, one new friend
can lead to another. Who can tell if that ‘other’ person will be
fascinating or loveable? It seems very likely that the time is here
to find out! Why hold back when the chance comes?
SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) A lucky strike with your
finances helps cash to flow. This may be useful as some news
regarding a relative comes your way. Maybe someone needs help
to move on, even if you are reluctant to see them do so. In your
case, love can be passionate and even painful. However, you will
gain more in the long run than you will lose right now. It’s a brave
new future.
SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) In a week full of
surprises, planning any Halloween fun may be difficult. Getting
some costumes? Think well ahead to get the best deal. Trying
to get an idea over at work may involve some quite complicated
manoeuvres. Ask a friend for their input if you think that they are
more experienced. You feel driven. Just keep the steering on
track! Stress not.
CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) Take charge and a
practical approach at work. It is worth making an extra effort.
Others may seem a bit boring this week. Do they need your active
imagination and brisk approach to get them out? Why not put
something together that they really cannot refuse? Maybe they
would like to relax with some spooky games at the weekend.
Costumes anyone?
AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) Chill out whenever
possible this week. Maybe you have done enough? Others may
be put out by your constant changes of mind. Even so, this does
make you more spontaneous and fun! If you feel like dressing
up or having a get-together for Halloween, why not? If someone
does need cheering up this could be just the tonic that they need.
Give it a try?
PISCES (February 20 – March 20) Some changes in those
around you are overdue. Why would you tolerate people who
make you feel negative and small? Really you can do better!
Being in the mood to surprise others and given that you don’t
mind being ‘blunt’, there may be some changes in your personal
life. Get out and about in bright autumn weather. Give nature a
chance to surprise you.

