Puzzles and horoscopes
Double Crossword

Horoscopes
Cryptic
Across
1. Used for making up a strange
pie (11)
9. Streams of invective one gets in
some professions (7)
10. Way to get unwell or lifeless (5)
11. Man-made product found in many
London stores (5)
12. Two blokes from St Petersburg,
say (7)
13. Reply some Americans were hoping
for (6)
15. Gael may speak it or wear it (6)
18. He makes his mark at times (7)
20. The smallest type of slate (5)
22. Mince pies having a brown colour (5)
23. A painstaking preparation? (7)
24. Bert at speed becomes splashed
with mud (11)

Quick
Across
1. Diligence (11)

20. Light purple (5)

6. Intimidate (7)

22. Swift (5)

7. Flexible

23. Oriental (7)

9. Desert (7)

24. Spy (6,5)

10. Female

Down

relative (5)

rule (4,7)
8. Vane (11)
14. Fall back (7)

11. Boredom (5)

2. Evident (5)

16. Vocation (7)

12. Graceful (7)

3. Accommodation

17. Empty (6)

(7)

13. Infuriate (6)
15. Plan (6)

4. Annul (6)

18. Type of raisin (7)

5. Taut (5)

Sudoku

19. Viper (5)
21. Ancient
language (5)

Down
2. In Peru rallies are held in the
country (5)
3. Term in music, and type of bet (7)
4. Possibly run and see to make
certain (6)
5. Girls lose their heads – the fools! (5)
6. Driving a point home? (7)
7. This order won’t require
attention (5,2,4)
8. Silent dance arranged in secret (11)
14. A high point of religious
architecture (7)
16. Be as bad as ever about a
mistake (7)
17. It may be played when not in form (6)
19. Seagoing vagabond (5)
21. Possibly eager to correspond (5)

Word Spiral

Fill in the grid so that every row, column and
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s
no maths involved – just solve the puzzle
using reasoning and logic.

Starting from 1, fill in the grid clockwise with four-letter words.
The last letter of each word becomes the first letter of the next
to reveal the key word in the shaded boxes.

1. Hairless
2. Dreary
3. Inter
4. Egg part
5. Flying toy
6. Egress
7. Ballerina’s skirt
8. Unsightly
9. Scream
10. Turkish currency
11. State or affirm
12. Desire
13. In this place
14. Every
15. Injured
16. Ruffian
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Keyword clue:
A country

Solutions
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WORD SPIRAL
1 Bald; 2 Drab; 3 Bury;
4 Yolk; 5 Kite; 6 Exit;
7 Tutu; 8 Ugly; 9 Yell;
10 Lira; 11 Avow; 12 Wish;
13 Here; 14 Each; 15 Hurt;
16 Thug.
Keyword: Uruguay.
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How you rate:
10 words,
average;
15 words,
good;
20 words, very
good;
25 or more,
excellent.

SUDOKU

You have 10 mins to find as many words
as possible using the letters in the wheel.
Each must use the hub letter and at least 3
others. Letters may be used only once. You
cannot use plurals, foreign words or proper
nouns. There is at least one 9-letter word to
be found.

DOUBLE CROSSWORD
Cryptic: Across: 1 Greasepaint;
9 Tirades; 10 Still; 11 Nylon;
12 Russian; 13 Answer; 15 Brogue;
18 Elector; 20 Least; 22 Sepia;
23 Aspirin; 24 Bespattered.
Down: 2 Rural; 3 Andante; 4 Ensure;
5 Asses; 6 Nailing; 7 Stand at ease;
8 Clandestine; 14 Steeple;
16 Relapse; 17 Truant; 19 Tramp;
21 Agree.
Quick: Across: 1 Application;
9 Abandon; 10 Niece; 11 Ennui;
12 Elegant; 13 Enrage; 15 Scheme;
18 Sultana; 20 Lilac; 22 Rapid;
23 Asiatic; 24 Secret agent.
Down: 2 Plain; 3 Lodging; 4 Cancel;
5 Tense; 6 Overawe;
7 Tape measure; 8 Weathercock;
14 Relapse; 16 Calling; 17 Vacant;
19 Adder; 21 Latin.

Wordwheel

ARIES (March 21 – April 20) As you love a challenge, Aries, you
will be pleased to know that this week throws up at least one.
Travel brings excitement and the feeling that more would be great
fun. However, your attention is taken midweek by the problems of
a relative. It does seem that this cannot wait. Bringing more travel
and making a dent in your finances is possible. Still, you are such
a sympathetic and reliable person, it must be satisfying.
TAURUS (April 21 – May 21) With some extra energy this week
you could take the plunge and join a team effort. This could be
for a charity or a sport but is sure to bring laughter and a new
experience. With your great sense of humour I am sure that you
will make the most of any situation that arises, Taurus. Work takes
up quite a bit of your time right now and may be particularly tiring
following your exciting weeks’ activities.
GEMINI (May 22 – June 21) Although you start the week feeling
a bit depleted, after a few days your old energy returns. A mystery
is solved involving a friend and time lost. The answer is likely to
involve a sudden romance. Why didn’t you notice? Well, taking
so much on recently could have left you less than sparky! Get
back on track with your lifestyle. Who wants to face burnout every
weekend? A loved one needs your attention at the weekend.
CANCER (June 22 – July 22) Are you thinking of making changes
to your appearance? Maybe just a healthy glow is what you are
missing. Getting out and about in this crisp autumn weather could
be just the tonic that you need. Perhaps a local walking group
needs new members? Making some new friends at the same time
would be a bonus. Not feeling so active? Maybe a book or cinema
group would be more your style?
LEO (July 23 – August 23) Your ideal partner cannot be too
far away. Is that what you are thinking? Maybe you are already
suited, in that case well done! However, for the rest this is a really
good week to make tracks outdoors and look for that special
someone. Of course, many don’t feel the need, especially if it is
someone who chatters all the time. In that case a cat or dog may
be preferable.
VIRGO (August 24 – September 23) Any unsuccessful forays
into love and romance should not be allowed to put you off the
idea. Not everyone finds a soulmate right away. Could it be that a
dance venue or a library holds the key to your search? Of course,
if you have one then your partner might object. Fair enough. How
do you feel about a romantic night in with a video and a glass of
something special?
LIBRA (September 24 – October 23) An invitation for December
really does not need much thinking about. Rather than thinking of
reasons not to go, consider why you should. A change of scenery
could be a real tonic after recent months’ confusion. A caring
and positive attitude leads you to the place where you should be.
Being picky about who you spend your time with is fine. However
don’t rule out someone just because you have not met anyone
like them before.
SCORPIO (October 24 – November 22) Getting hot under the
collar should be avoided this week. As you are particularly sensitive
and busy it is most likely to happen. Still, being forewarned it
should be easier to stay calm. You expect so much of people
that sometimes they are sure to let you down. Remember that
throwaway comments are just that. Meant to be thrown away!
Look for the good side.
SAGITTARIUS (November 23 – December 21) Friends bring a
lighter side to your life this week. Be it an invitation to a party
or arrangements for a celebration, they should be welcomed.
Staying in your own company can be fine, but too much of it
may make you lose a balanced picture. Do you realise how much
others enjoy your company? Probably not as you are so naturally
modest. Put on your brightest attire and join the fray.
CAPRICORN (December 22 – January 20) Looking into
something that is a bit of a mystery just leads you to another.
However, asking the right person brings a quick answer. Have you
thought of asking that person before but hesitated? Well, now you
know that it is worthwhile. Send out an invitation for next week
based on a good feeling about someone new. Your instincts are
likely to be spot on.
AQUARIUS (January 21 – February 19) In a week when you are
most attractive and charming, your popularity could go through
the roof. Being quick to react is fine. Even so, long-term plans are
better than a flash in the pan when it comes to it. An entertaining
holiday in the past reminds you of what fun was had. Could it be
a possibility to do it again? It is worth looking into the possibilities
and now is the time.
PISCES (February 20 – March 20) The march of time can turn
into a delightful dance if you will only take the right attitude.
Sometimes it does seem that you have lost your sense of fun.
Silliness can be part of a balanced life, you know. Use some of
that magical sense of fun to charm a friend into joining you for a
trip out. What it brings home is that you need to be out and about
more. Life is for living, Pisces!

